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The 11th of November 2014 is a very special occasion as it marks the 50th anniversary of our organisation,  
a milestone in our solidarity work in Norway and worldwide. 

Caritas has been through significant development since our foundation in 1964. From our very first development 
project in Kampala, Uganda in the 1960’s, Caritas Norway has developed from what started as a small group of 
passionate volunteers, to what is now an effective, professional aid agency. The primary objectives of Caritas Norway 
are; to support programmes in poor countries within the areas of development co-operation; human rights; peace- 
and reconciliation; and to provide emergency relief where needed.
In our Norwegian network, we have many committed people who continue to work on improving their  
communities. Economic realities shift, and European poverty becomes an issue that affects us here in Norway.  
Dedicated Caritas members have responded to this new reality among other things through establishing  
information and counselling services for immigrants in Oslo, Bergen, and soon in Drammen. 
I am a firm believer of Caritas’ work. We are an operational organisation that also takes our role seriously as  
advocates. Caritas is present in 200 states and territories. It is able to identify issues at the grassroots, analyse them 
at national and international level, and then take action locally, regionally and globally. This method of working is 
becoming increasingly important as the global political landscape is undergoing rapid and drastic changes. We are 
observing with concern, an increase in man made and natural disasters, stretching the global humanitarian system 
to its limits. Our response is to make those affected able to prevent and protect themselves from the devastating 

effects of ongoing and upcoming crises. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has been involved in our work, both 
in Norway and internationally. The Norwegian community also, who through their support 
have enabled us to save countless lives and support hundreds of thousands of people, allowing 
them to live in dignity over the past 50 years.  

Yours sincerely,

Martha Rubiano Skretteberg, 
Secretary General, 
Caritas Norway

Dear friends of Caritas Norway,
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Today 1 billion people live in extreme poverty. These  
people are deprived of one of human’s most  

fundamental rights; the opportunity to form their own 
development. 

The Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church forms the  
foundation for the work of Caritas Norway. The  
principles of social justice, closeness to partners and 
the integral human development is central. Every  
person has equal dignity and rights, not just civil,  
social, cultural and political rights, but also economic 
rights. In reality, for billions of people these rights are 
not fulfilled. For this reason, we must work for a just 
distribution of resources both between North and South 
and within each country. 

In order to achieve development, the most important  
actors of change; the local population, must be involved.  
Through our extensive network we have unparalleled 
access to people at the grassroots level. This is the 
strength of Caritas. Caritas is present before, during 

and after disasters occur. This makes Caritas Norway 
an organisation that is cost effective and able to give 
rapid response. 

The Norwegian context is changing, and we must adapt 
to it. We have become a nation of nations after many 
years of immigration, many of whom are Catholics.  
They represent an important source of knowledge and 
contribute to improving our work. As a result, Caritas 
has a strategy of collaborating with diaspora groups 
in Norway. In the years to come, we aim to strengthen 
our cooperation with diaspora, as we believe they are  
valuable assets in our programs. 

Caritas Norway will continue to develop effective  
partnerships in the South and continue to strengthen 
local capacity and competence. Those affected by the 
decisions must take them. Our role is to accompany 
and enable communities to implement these decisions. 
In our experience, this is what leads to a democratic 
and sustainable development.

             Caritas Norway
- makes a difference
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On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Caritas 
Norway, we would like to pause and look back at 

some of the highlights of the past decades. 
The Second World War left a large number of displaced 
people in Europe. The Catholic Church in Norway,  
although small at this point in time, started to search 

for opportunities to help some of the people uprooted by 
the war. This was the beginning of a small organisation 
called Norwegian Catholic Refugees Aid, established in 
1952, who would become Caritas Norway in 1964.
The early years of the organisation were characterized 
by community volunteerism, idealism and creativity. 

                      50 years of 
     Caritas Norway

Caritas Norway’s first aid project abroad. Foundation stone laid at the midwife- and nursing school in Kampala, Uganda in 1968. 
Photo: Unknown.
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With the Hungarian revolution in 1956, a new flow of 
immigrants reached Norway, prompting the establish-
ment of a regular secretariat with its’ own office. 
In the 1960s, the organisation started looking beyond  
the borders of Europe. In 1967, a Nordic Lenten  
campaign was organised, and the proceedings enabled 
the organisation to apply for its first public grant. With 
support from the Norwegian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (NORAD), Caritas Norway built a school 
for nurses and midwives in Uganda, at the Nsambya 
Hospital. The school was opened in January 1969, and 
educated students from all parts of Uganda. The school 
is still in use, educating nurses today. 
Despite increased international focus, Caritas Norway 
continued to work in Norway – particularly with the 
welfare of immigrants. Creating social meeting places 
and providing housing aid for migrants were among 

the main tasks of Caritas in the 1970s and 1980s. 
This work continues today with the information and  
counselling centres run by Caritas in several Norwegian 
cities.
The work of Caritas today is largely built on the  
fundament of the past 50 years. The goal of our work is, 
and will be, to improve the lives of individual human 
beings. Our guiding principle is that of partnership, 
based on mutual respect, trust, goodwill and long-term 
engagement. 
In our 50th year, Caritas Norway is entering an  
interesting phase. The number of Catholics in Norway 
has never been higher, and the number of Catholic 
and non-Catholic supporters of our work is steadily  
increasing. This will help us to expand our work both 
in Norway and internationally in the coming years. 

Caritas’ orphanage in Macao, China, supported by Caritas Norway.
Photo: Catholic Relief Services.
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 - Norwegian Catholic Refugees Aid is established.

1952

1956

1964

1969

1975-1982

1968

-  Caritas Norway receives many 
of the 1500 refugees arriving 
to Norway after the Hungarian 
Revolution.

-  Norwegian Catholic Refugees Aid  
is reorganized and named Caritas Norway.

-  Caritas Norway’s first development project.  
A school for midwifes and nurses in Uganda.

Caritas Norway’s first aid project abroad. 
Foundation stone laid at the midwife- and 
nursing school in Kampala in 1968. 
Photo: Unknown.

Caritas’ orphanage in Macao, China, 
supported by Caritas Norway.
Photo: CRS.

-  The Biafra war. Caritas  
contributes with food 
supplies to those affected 
by the war and rebuilds the 
agriculture school in Ogoja.

-  Oslo: Caritas Norway 
runs the Caritas hospice 
for migrant workers in 
Urtegata 31.

Uganda: Mother and child are helped 
to recover from illness and nutritional 
deficiency. 
Photo: Unknown.
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-  Caritas Norway’s 
50th anniversary.

2014

1992

1999

2004

1976

201120132014

1981-1992
Signing of the first partnership agreement 
with Norad. CN’s Pastor Taxt to the right. 
Photo: Unknown.

1978-1979: Pastor Harald Taxt from Caritas 
Norway at the opening ceremony for CN’s 
newly built houses on the Philippines. 
Photo: CRS.

-  Caritas Norway starts its  
first large emergency relief  
contribution to the Philippines 
and builds 417 houses for  
refugees on the archipelago 
Sulu.

-  Poland: The union Solidarity organizes 
a labour strike for reform in Poland 
and the Norwegian catholic society 
mobilizes. Caritas Norway sends food 
and clothes.

The 1980’s were characterized by great  
generosity among Norwegians for destitute in 
Poland. Newspaper clippings, Aftenposten 1984.

-   Partnership agreement  
with NORAD.

-  Ethnic cleansing in Kosovo. 
Caritas Norway contributes 
with a Lenten campaign 
and emergency aid.

-  The Indian Ocean tsunami.  
Significant humanitarian aid  
and rehabilitation work especially 
in Sri Lanka and India.

-  Caritas opens its first 
information centre for 
labour migrants.

-  The typhoon Haiyan 
devastated parts of 
the Philippines. In 
cooperation with the 
Filipino community 
in Norway, the largest 
fundraising campaign 
in Caritas Norways 
history is conducted.

-  Humanitarian aid to 
the war-torn, Central 
African Republic.

Erna Solberg, Hadia Tajik and bishop Eidsvig, 
during the opening of the centre in Oslo. 
Photo: Caritas Norway.
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More than 800 million people are chronically  
undernourished today. Ninety eight percent 

of these live in developing countries. In Africa South 
of Sahara, one out of four are undernourished. Asia 
is home to two out of three of the world’s under- 
nourished people. Chronic hunger is a result of  
poverty and an underdeveloped agricultural sector. It 
is also a question of unequal distribution of resources. 
The world’s population is increasing, and more people 
require increased food production as well as a change 
in our consumption patterns. Climate change puts  
extra pressure on farmers due to unpredictable weather 
patterns. 

Caritas Norway works to improve food security for 
small-scale farmers in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
Thousands of people have gained a better life because 
of increased agricultural production based on environ- 
mentally friendly techniques, and participation in 
farmer’s cooperatives. The majority of our target group 
depend on agriculture as a source of income. Food  
security is therefore about much more than nutrition.  
The right to adequate food is a human right. In order  
to secure food for all, Caritas Norway believes that  
a sustained and integrated political commitment is 
necessary.

Food for all

Photo: Caritas Mexico/Caritas Internationalis..
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Education is a powerful tool that promotes  
individual freedom and empowerment and  

yields important development benefits. Yet, 57 million  
children do not have access to primary education.  
774 million adults are not able to read and write.  
Education is a fundamental human right and essential 
for the exercise of all other human rights. 

Half of the children who do not have access to  
education live in areas affected by conflicts or crisis. 
For many children, schools create stability in a chaotic  
daily life. Caritas Norway believes that children have 

the right to education even in war and conflict. 
Education is an important focus in Caritas Norway’s  
programmes and can take the form of alpha- 
betisation courses, trainings in democracy and good 
governance, vocational training and of course formal  
education. Through adapted vocational training in  
Central America, vulnerable children and youth 
find a way out of crime. In Vietnam, Caritas aims to  
improve the access to education for marginalized  
children including children with disabilities. Caritas 
Norway believes that investing in education is a key 
to development.  

Education for all – 

              Key for development

Photo: Aina Østreng/Caritas Norway. 



Caritas Norway 50 years

12

Immigration 

      and  integration

Photo: Caritas Norway.
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Photo: Caritas Norway.

The success of a just and functional society is  
measured, among other things, by its capacity to 

include and integrate immigrants with respect. This  
includes giving whoever arrives to our shores equal 
possibilities and expectations, corresponding to the  
talents and preconditions of the individual person.

Meeting points always challenge the way of thinking 
and living for whoever is involved. This means that not 
only the immigrant’s way of living and thinking has 
to go through a process of adjustment, but also the life 
and ways of the welcoming society or nation have to go 
through a similar process.

Contributing to building a multicultural society  
Caritas believes that it is crucial not just to work for 

immigrants, but also to work with immigrants. This 
is a direct consequence to acting in accordance with 
our core values. Through active participation on every 
level of our organisation, immigrants take part, among  
other things, in arranging Norwegian language courses  
and visiting the elderly. They give advice and guidance 
to newly arrived foreigners and are included in the  
development of new projects. In this way, Caritas  
creates multicultural meeting points for interaction 
between ethnic Norwegians and immigrants. 

The cost of inclusion and integration is the constant 
pressure of change. We should always challenge society 
to take this cost. It is after all, a small cost compared to 
the experience, competence and knowledge gained by 
the individuals and their future contribution to society.
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Greetings
“Caritas Uganda conveys their heartfelt greetings and congratulations to Caritas Norway. Your support 

to the people of Uganda has a great impact among the rural poor. We appreciate the persistent advice and  

encouragement to engage policy makers provided by Caritas Norway.”

- National Director of Caritas Uganda, Msgr. Dr. Francis Ndamira

“Caritas makes an invaluable effort helping migrant workers arriving to Norway. They provide a necessary 

service – both so that people arriving here get the possibility to create a better life, but also for the Norwegian 

society.” 

- Leader of Venstre, Norway’s social liberal party, Trine Skei Grande

“1.2 billion people live in extreme poverty. The international community is responsible for putting an end 

to this. Norway is a global advocate in the fight against poverty, for instance through aid to organisations 

such as Caritas Norway. I want to congratulate Caritas with their 50 years of unconditional effort for people 

living in poverty globally.”

- Prime Minister of Norway, Erna Solberg

“I want to congratulate Caritas on their 50th anniversary. Caritas does important work for the poor and 

marginalized groups both in Norway and in other countries. They are at the same time an important voice 

for these groups in the public debate in Norway.”

- Leader of Christian Democratic party in Norway, Knut Arild Hareide

“Deus caritas est, God is love, and this love forces us to do good. That is why Caritas Norway, Caritas  

Internationalis and many other Caritas groups exist. God loved us first and through Caritas, we love Him 

and our neighbour.  With all my heart, I congratulate Caritas Norway on their 50th anniversary and hope 

that we all, through our good deeds, stay in God’s love.” 

- Bishop Prelate of Tromsø, Norway, Msgr. Berislav Grgic

“Caritas is an organisation that interprets the teachings of the Church in a radical manner - giving it a 

practical meaning, not just a spiritual one. I have met many people that should be candidates for the Nobel 

Peace Prize during my time in Caritas. Some of them place themselves at great personal risk in their service 

to others.”

- Employee in Caritas Norway for 25 years, Dag Albert Bårnes

˘

Quotes translated by Caritas Norway.
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“Caritas Norway has done a lot over the past fifty years, with an emphasis on restoring peace, as well as 

humanitarian efforts in many parts of the world, through local networks and organisations. The partners 

of Caritas Norway have unique access to vulnerable populations that are difficult to reach. The Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs greatly appreciates the cooperation with Caritas Norway and they support the work of the 

organisation in several countries. Congratulations on your 50th anniversary and good luck with your 

important work for the future.”  

- Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Børge Brende

“The long cooperation with Caritas Norway has allowed us to improve our institution and has given us new 

perspectives in our work, on issues such as gender, peace building and conflict sensitivity. We thank Caritas 

Norway for their valuable contribution to the development of our communities, and hope that through our 

projects on violence prevention and good governance we can continue together to give hope to those who 

suffer in Honduras.”

- National Director of Caritas Honduras, German Calix

“Caritas Norway has been an important cooperating partner for Norad for many years. Through their 

anchoring at the grassroots, the network has achieved good results within fields such as food security and 

education. Caritas Norway is as a solid, engaged and knowledgeable organisation and we look forward to 

continuing to co-operate with them.”

- Director of the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad), Villa Kulild

“Caritas Norway and Norwegian Young Catholics (NUK) have worked together closely for many years. Most 

notably our organisations cooperate annually around the advent campaign, “Adventsaksjonen”, which 

allows children and youth to learn about, and support, the important work Caritas does to make Christ’s 

special love and care for the poor visible in the world. On behalf of NUK, I want to thank the Lord for all the 

graces that He has given through Caritas, and pray that He may bless your organisation abundantly over 

the course of the next 50 years.”

- Leader of the Norwegian Catholic Youth Organisation, Norges Unge Katolikker, Kajetan Maria Bocek

“On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Caritas Norway it is with great joy that I extend the greetings from 

st.Ansgar parish. The work of Caritas Norway, in our country and abroad, is exceptional. Through Caritas 

people’s lives are transformed and prayers for a better world are heard.”

- Leader of the parish council in st.Ansgar parish in Kristiansand, Norway, Van Luan Nguyen

Quotes translated by Caritas Norway.
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