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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Background to the Survey 

Hoima Caritas Development Organisation (HOCADEO) is the official socio-economic 

development arm of Hoima Catholic diocese. For more than 30 years it has been involved in 

supporting rural communities in the region with integrated development programmes 

focusing on agricultural development for food security and income improvement. These 

range from farmer training, extension services, agro-input supply, marketing infrastructure 

development, farmer institutional capacity development, value addition and sustainable 

organic farming practices among others. The organization also implements programmes in 

health, HIV, gender justice and human rights education, rural financial services as well as 

advocacy mainly on smallholder farmers’ access to agricultural resources and services. With 

the recent discovery and exploration of oil and gas in the Albertine region, Hoima diocese has 

initiated some advocacy interventions in response to the preliminary issues raised by the 

affected communities in Hoima and Buliisa districts. However, given the complex nature of 

the oil and gas industry, constructive advocacy needs to be based on reliable facts and 

informed perspectives. It is on this background that HOCADEO conducted a baseline study to 

guide her advocacy work around oil and gas exploration, production, processing and 

marketing in Bunyoro region. The study was conducted in the districts of Hoima and Buliisa 

since these are the two districts where oil and gas exploration activities have taken place 

within the Bunyoro Region.  

The Survey Problem and Objectives  

There has been an outcry in the communities about injustices being committed by 

government, oil companies and powerful individuals in and out of government against the 

interests and livelihoods of the community members in the areas surrounding the oil 

reserves as well as the areas where major oil-related installations are predicted to be 

established in Bunyoro sub region. While government and the oil companies continue to 

transact business in the region, the local stakeholders are hardly aware of the short and long 

term plans for the development of the oil industry. As such, they can scarcely align their 

plans to benefit from the industry and neither are they able to plan and implement protective 

measures against the negative impact of the industry on humans and the environment. Even 

in the short run, the region is unable to exploit the initial opportunities like tapping into the 

market for agricultural produce provided by the industry and until now, it remains hard to 

predict what the future will be. People only work on speculation and some have already lost 

valuable assets in an attempt to make uninformed investments. If the status quo continues, 

then the likelihood is high that the local community may never benefit from the oil industry 

and as a result, majority will only remain nursing the negative effects of the industry on the 

region. 

Possession of adequately researched information is essential for meaningful and sustainable 

engagement and advocacy with the government and oil companies. The fact that the oil and 

gas industry in Uganda is in its infancy, calls for deeper and more focused studies/inquiries 

to inform appropriate interventions. HOCADEO thus engaged in a broad-range of data 

collection and analysis regarding the current trend of the oil and gas industry and its current 

and likely future impact on the local communities in Bunyoro sub region. It was also 
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imperative to establish the short term as well as the long term plans of the government and 

the oil companies regarding the exploration, production and marketing of oil and gas in order 

to enable the various stakeholders in the region to factor into their own strategic and action 

plans the oil and gas-related issues. These stakeholders include farmers, fishing community, 

business community, artisans, civil society organisations, and local governments among 

others. This is because the industry presents both opportunities and challenges to the 

various stakeholders. Since oil and gas are highly valuable resources, stakeholders need to 

position themselves strategically to benefit from the opportunities while also proactively 

taking steps to overcome the negative effects imposed on them by the same industry.The 
survey had the following specific objectives:- 

(1) To find out community perceptions on land matters where oil and gas exploration have 

been taking place in the Albertine region.  

(2) To find out the perceptions of the local communities on whether oil and gas exploration 

activities in the region were accompanied with business and employment opportunities 

(3)  To explore the extent to which there was community involvement by government in local 

area development initiatives  

(4)  To find out the perceptions of the local communities on the environmental effects of oil 

and gas exploration activities in the Albertine region 

(5) To explore whether there were perceived social effects that had resulted from the oil and 

gas exploration activities in the Albertine region 

The Survey Methodology 

When developing our methodology, we considered the typical steps for any survey project: 

1)  Establish the goals of the project - What you want to learn 
2)  Determine your sample - Whom you will interview 
3)  Choose interviewing methodology - How you will interview 
4)  Create your questionnaire - What you will ask 

5)  Pre-test the questionnaire (if practical) - Test the questions 
6)  Conduct interviews and enter data - Ask the questions 
7)  Analyze the data – Develop the trends 

8)  Produce the report 

This baseline survey was conducted in a process summarized in the table below: 

Baseline Survey step Brief Description 

1. Detailed Literature Review Reviewed publications and write ups 

2. Preliminary Survey Instrument Design Drafted the survey questionnaire 

3. Stakeholder Analysis Workshop for HOCADEO staff 

4. Survey Design & Survey Instrument Finalization Agreed the survey design & questionnaire 
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5. Data Collection (Field Work) Administered a question in two districts 

6. Data Entry & Preliminary Data Analysis Posted data in database 

7. Data Validation and Dataset Clean Up Validated the data and performed clean up 

8. Detailed Data Analysis Analysed the Data using SPSS 

9. Conclusions & Recommendation Development Developed conclusions based on trends 

10. Dissemination workshop Report presented to stakeholders 

11. Final Report Final report developed 

 
Literature Review 
 
A desktop review of primary and secondary literature on oil and gas exploration on the sector in 
Uganda and the region was conducted. The literature review resulted in the identification of 
existing challenges that the sector was facing and a documentation of the status of the oil sector 
in Uganda. The challenges that were identified were classified into key thematic areas that the 
survey focused on and which informed the design of the survey instrument (questionnaire).  

Survey Design 

The survey design involved: 

 Identifying the various types of respondents to be targeted for the survey; to ensure that 
the results from the baseline survey would be representative of the different types of 
actors  

 Determining the sample size and sampling frame, 

 Developing the questionnaire to be administered and 

 Determining how the data would be collected (field work plan) 

The survey procedure 

Some kind of a sandwich approach was used where the study was conducted by the 

HOCADEO staff with the support of an expert consultant at all stages right from design to 

report writing. The study population was varied and we used scientific approaches to 

determine the sample size. From the National household survey of 2010, we found they had 

categorized distribution of workforce by occupation (p.39) to include (1) Agricultural and 

fishery workers, (2) Elementary occupation, (3) Service workers and shop and market sales , 

(4) Crafts and related trade workers, (5) Associate professionals, (6) Professionals, (7) Plant 

and machine operators and assemblers, (8) Others and (9) Not stated. The survey covered 

all districts and generated national averages per category. Our desire was to have a small 

sample not more than 500 in all and we thus fixed the maximum sample at 384 and 

distribute them to the different categories. The instrument was then subjected to a pre-test 

through a pilot study which was conducted by the staff of HOCADEO. 
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After the pilot study, the team assembled again in the training room where discussions were 

held on (1) the key mistakes and challenges each member had faced during the pre-test, (2) 

the areas which had proved problematic and therefore needed to be addressed, (3) the 

wording and structuring of the items, and (4) any suggestions which respondents had made. 

This exercise was comprehensively done by all members and the final survey instrument was 

developed after making all necessary adjustments. After data collection, the reliability 

analysis was also done and the co-efficient was found to be above 0.78 which indicated a 

high degree of reliability. Data for this study was analysed using descriptive statistics where 

we relied on percentages as well as frequency distributions and cross-tabulations. We 

avoided making the data analysis more complicated as the information collected from the 

respondents needed to be presented in a simple form that would be understood by policy 

makers and the stakeholders themselves. 

The Key findings of the study- 

 This study covered the districts of Hoima and Buliisa where oil and Gas exploration have 

been confirmed and a number of activities have already been done in those areas.  

 In terms of distribution of respondents, 261 (85.3%) were from Hoima compared to 45 

(14.7%) who were from Buliisa District. There were a number of challenges in collecting 

data experienced in Buliisa which contributed to low response rate. The local authorities 

there denied our research assistants the opportunity to conduct the study until official 

permission had to be given by the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Energy and 

Development in Kampala.  

 In terms of gender distribution it was generally found that from the two districts, 164 

(53.6%) were male respondents while 142 (46.4%) were females. This signifies that 

there were overall an almost equal number of both male and female respondents that 

participated in our study.  

 When respondents were asked to comment on whether  there is a clear land ownership 

system in the districts covered by the study, 47(15.7%) strongly agreed, 

82(26.8%)agreed compared to 80(26.1%) who disagreed and 66(2.6%) who strongly 

disagreed. This confirms the existence of mixed responses on the matters of land 

ownership, a problem which was further implied by 31(10.1%) of the respondents who 

simply indicated were undecided when the question was put to them.  

 While about 30% of the respondents believed that land was owned by the community, 

over 60% believed it was not owned by the community. This raises an idea of individual 

ownership of land.  This is confirmed by responses to the statement that land is owned 

by individual where 11 (38.6%) of the study respondents strongly agreed to the 

statement and 94 (30.7%) agreed; suggesting that about 69% of the study respondents 

believed land belonged to individuals.  

 The findings indicate that majority of respondents believed in the idea that there were 

incidences of land grabbing as seen from the 143 (46.7%) who strongly agreed and 84 

(27.5) who agreed to the statement. Moreover, the majority of the respondents had a 

perception that more people were likely to be displaced on their land due to the discovery 

of oil.  

 We first asked each of the respondents to indicate their views on whether they believed 

there were a big number of residents who are unemployed to which 22 (7.2%) agreed 

and 265 (86.3%) disagreed with the remaining number of respondents undecided on 

their opinion.  
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 Asked whether the people in the Albertine region had obtain business opportunities from 

the oil and gas exploration activities, as seen in the above table 105 (34.3%) disagreed 

and 121 (39.5%) strongly disagreed suggesting that over 70% of the study respondents 

believed that oil and gas exploration has not yet benefited the local communities.  

 Asked to indicated in their view whether oil companies preferred to employ local people 

in oil and gas activities, the study found that 187 (61.1%) strongly disagreed and 48 

(15.7%) disagreed compared to only 29 (9.9%) that strongly agreed and 12 (3.9%) that 

agreed.  

 The local communities had neither obtained local markets for their goods as confirmed 

by 111 (36.3%) and 97 (31.7%) of the respondents who disagreed and strongly 

disagreed strongly when this question was put to them.  

 The findings overall indicate that oil and gas exploration in the region had not translated 

into business opportunities but instead some businesses like fishing which had long 

been a source of livelihood were being affected.  

 Asked to give their opinion on whether the community members have access to 

information from government on oil, 96 (31.4%) disagreed and 156 (51.0%) strongly 

disagreed suggesting that over 80% of the respondents did not believe that the 

community had been given information by government on oil.  

 Asked to comment on whether Oil and gas activities carefully consider the safety of the 

aquatic species, 90 (29.4%) strongly disagreed, 91 (29.7%) disagreed compared to 77 

(25.2%) who were undecided on this question and 35 (11.4%) who agreed and only 13 

(4.2%) who strongly agreed.  

 When asked to comment whether disposal of oil and gas wastes consider the safety of 

the people, 165 (52.0%) of the respondents disagreed compared to 77 (25.1%) who 

agreed and 69 (22.5%) who were undecided.  

 We asked respondents to indicate their opinions on whether the marginalised groups 

were being protected during resettlement and analysis of the responses suggested that 

167 (54.6%) disagreed that such a practice was being done by the time the study was 

conducted. Of the total study respondents, 123 (40.3%) were undecided. This high 

number of respondents who were undecided is attributed to study areas where 

resettlement had not yet taken place.  

 A significant number of respondents totalling 255 (83.3%) disagreed that the Albertine 

region had adequate health facilities. On findings from the members of the CSOs, when 

asked to comment on whether the current health system in the region was adequate to 

the population, 47.2% strongly disagreed, 25% disagreed compared to 2.8% who strongly 

agreed and 8.3% who agreed and 16.7% remained undecided. On whether the future 

health systems designed considered increased population, 25% strongly disagreed, 

27.8% disagreed compared to 11.1% who strongly agreed, 19.4% who agreed and 16.7% 

undecided.  

 The majority CSOs respondents (63.9%) believed that the government was not providing 

alternative health services for the displaced people from oil and gas undertakings and 

this was likely to create numerous social issues in such communities. At least the 

respondents from the CSOs did not believe that government had already set a plan for 

the regional health sector to address the likely challenges resulting from oil and gas 

activities.  
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 This finding suggests a need for all stakeholders to think ahead of times and plan for the 

health sector in the region due to the anticipated health challenges to emerge from this 

growing industry.  

 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

 Land is a resource that is highly valued by the community and is thus a controversial 

policy area for government. There are divergent attachments indigenous rural 

communities fix on their land as compared to their urban counterparts.  

 The clarity on land tenure system remains hard in the region given that even among the 

respondents from Buliisa district, there was no consensus on the dominant tenure 

between individual and community ownership. There have been cases of manipulation of 

the community by the rich and unfair judgment by the government.  

 The majority of beneficiaries are not residents in Bunyoro Sub-region. Despite the huge 

business potentials of the industry, nothing susbatntiave had been made to tap these 

unique opportunities.  

 While lack of employment by the local communities could be attributed to lack of 

commitment by oil companies and government, the lack of educated people to take on 

jobs related to the industry was alarmingly clear from the findings. 

 There is an urgent need to mobilize the communities around agreed upon business 

opportunities in the region. 

 Findings from CSO suggests that most business were not yet linked to oil and gas 

activities and this gives the leaders at local and community levels a challenge to organize 

the local business communities around important business segments that have direct or 

indirect linkage to the oil and gas exploration.  

 There is a growing perception that the oil companies have not empowered the local 

communities in the region to buy agricultural produce from the oil producing areas; a 

problem that can be addressed by local leadership in the oil industry through passing 

appropriate byelaws that protect the local business and agricultural sectors.  

 There is need for a form of protectionisms that makes mandatory for the people engaged 

in the oil and gas industry to use local materials and food where appropriately clear.  

 The strategies must take primary interest in the plight of women and other marginalized 

groups in society. In Uganda like other parts of Africa, women’s livelihood revolves 

around agriculture.  

 Any negative effect on the sale of the agricultural produce has significant implications on 

the economic well-being of women compared to men. 

 In the Albertine region, there is a growing perception that the oil companies have not 

empowered the local communities in the region to buy agricultural produce from the oil 

producing areas. 

 Oil and gas exploration in the region has had some negative consequences especially on 

the fishing communities but also on the survival of aquatic specifies.  

 The same industry has had implications on the social dynamics of the society and these 

implications are likely to increase unless government takes a proactive approach to 

addressing them in consultation with local stakeholders.  

 CSOs had taken important initiatives although they are yet to have a serious positive 

impact on their engagement with government as far as oil and gas exploration activities 

were concerned.  
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1.0 CHAPTER ONE: BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

1.1 Introduction   

Hoima Caritas Development Organisation (HOCADEO) is the official socio-

economic development arm of Hoima Catholic diocese. For more than 30 years it has 

been involved in supporting rural communities in the region with integrated 

development programmes focusing on agricultural development for food security and 

income improvement. These range from farmer training, extension services, agro-

input supply, marketing infrastructure development, farmer institutional capacity 

development, value addition and sustainable organic farming practices among 

others. The organization also implements programmes in health, HIV, gender justice 

and human rights education, rural financial services as well as advocacy mainly on 

smallholder farmers’ access to agricultural resources and services. 

With the recent discovery and exploration of oil and gas in the Albertine 

region, Hoima diocese has initiated some advocacy interventions in response to the 

preliminary issues raised by the affected communities in Hoima and Buliisa districts. 

However, given the complex nature of the oil and gas industry, constructive advocacy 

needs to be based on reliable facts and informed perspectives. It is on this 

background that HOCADEO conducted a baseline study to guide her advocacy work 

around oil and gas exploration, production, processing and marketing in Bunyoro 

region. The study was conducted in the districts of Hoima and Buliisa since these are 

the two districts where oil and gas exploration activities have taken place within the 

Bunyoro Region.  
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1.2 Problem and Rationale of the study 

There is an outcry in the communities about injustices being committed by 

government, oil companies and powerful individuals in and out of government 

against the interests and livelihoods of the community members in the areas 

surrounding the oil reserves as well as the areas where major oil-related installations 

are predicted to be established in Bunyoro sub region. The East African News Paper 

of March 19th 2012 (p.5) run a story titled ‘Oil secrecy raises spectre of conflict in 

Bunyoro’. The article did mention that the secrecy that surrounds Uganda’s oil sector 

is fueling perceptions of economic and political marginalization in communities 

around the Lake Albert Region where oil discoveries have been made. While 

government and the oil companies continue to transact business in the region, the 

local stakeholders are hardly aware of the short and long term plans for the 

development of the oil industry. As such, they can scarcely align their plans to benefit 

from the industry and neither are they able to plan and implement protective 

measures against the negative impact of the industry on humans and the 

environment. Even in the short run, the region is unable to exploit the initial 

opportunities like tapping into the market for agricultural produce provided by the 

industry and until now, it remains hard to predict what the future will be. People only 

work on speculation and some have already lost valuable assets in an attempt to 

make uninformed investments. If the status quo continues, then the likelihood is high 

that the local community may never benefit from the oil industry and as a result, 

majority will only remain nursing the negative effects of the industry on the region. 
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Possession of adequately researched information is essential for meaningful 

and sustainable engagement and advocacy with the government and oil companies. 

The fact that the oil and gas industry in Uganda is in its infancy, calls for deeper and 

more focused studies/inquiries to inform appropriate interventions. HOCADEO thus 

engaged in a broad-range of data collection and analysis regarding the current trend 

of the oil and gas industry and its current and likely future impact on the local 

communities in Bunyoro sub region. It was also imperative to establish the short term 

as well as the long term plans of the government and the oil companies regarding the 

exploration, production and marketing of oil and gas in order to enable the various 

stakeholders in the region to factor into their own strategic and action plans the oil 

and gas-related issues. These stakeholders include farmers, fishing community, 

business community, artisans, civil society organisations, and local governments 

among others. This is because the industry presents both opportunities and 

challenges to the various stakeholders. Since oil and gas are highly valuable 

resources, stakeholders need to position themselves strategically to benefit from the 

opportunities while also proactively taking steps to overcome the negative effects 

imposed on them by the same industry. They can only do so on the basis of credible 

information about the industry. This report will be published and shared with key 

local, national and internal stakeholders. 

1.3 Objectives of the study 

To achieve the objectives of the study, the exploratory study conducted had the 

following objectives and research questions: 
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(1)  To find out community perceptions on land matters where oil and gas exploration 

have been taking place in the Albertine region.  

(2) To find out the perceptions of the local communities on whether oil and gas 

exploration activities in the region were accompanied with business and 

employment opportunities 

(3)  To explore the extent to which there was community involvement by government 

in local area development initiatives  

(4)  To find out the perceptions of the local communities on the environmental 

effects of oil and gas exploration activities in the Albertine region 

(5) To explore whether there were perceived social effects that had resulted from the 

oil and gas exploration activities in the Albertine region 

1.4 Terms of reference for the consultant 

In order to undertake this exploratory study, HOCADEO engaged the services of a 

consultant. The client preferred some kind of a sandwich approach in conducting this 

study where HOCADEO staff with the support of the consultant at all stages right from 

design to report writing did the assignment. The Consultant provided expert advice on 

all aspects of the study, trained the research team appropriately, guided the team in 

designing and pre-testing the data collection tools, led the process of data cleaning, 

analysis and interpretation of findings as well as report writing. The consultant was 

also to take part in the dissemination of the report to the key stakeholders. The 

consultant thus majorly played an advisory role to the HOCADEO staff at each of the 

stages.  



 

 

5 

 

The consultant would be paid per day of work for tasks that are clearly identifiable 

and constituted adequate load for a fair day’s work. This includes tasks such as 

facilitating trainings or workshops and data collection.  A lump- sum amount was to 

be negotiated for elastic tasks such as report writing. The terms of reference clearly 

indicated that the following activities would be involved in the assignment and the 

consultant was expected to play a major role in this regard. 

(i) Workshop for training of research team & design/production of data collection 

tools 

(ii) Data collection and entry 

(iii) Data Analysis and interpretation workshop 

(iv) Report writing and dissemination 
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2.0 CHAPTER TWO -LITERATURE REVIEW 

A World Development Report of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) (2007:95) states that ‘extractive activities [including oil 

exploration] can have profound social and political impacts. They can have a positive 

effect on development by creating jobs, encouraging business and providing vital 

infrastructure for remote communities such as roads, electricity, education and 

health. This observation makes it imperative for communities and other stakeholders 

to be interested in activities of oil and gas exploration wherever this resource is 

discovered. Oil and gas exploration activities will always have positive benefits to 

some groups or sectors but will also have negative consequences particularly to the 

poor communities who cannot compete favorably due to their political and economic 

marginalization. The presence of substantial amounts of oil and gas reserves has 

been identified by many authors as a potentially mixed blessing for oil producing 

countries (World Bank 2006).In Uganda, there is no doubt that some infrastructure 

like the road network to Hoima was constructed partially due to the oil discovery in 

the Alibertine region. However, the creation of jobs, promotion of business and 

improvements in social services like health and education as a result of oil 

exploration activities are matters of contention.  

Bloomfield (2008), while examining the impact of oil exploration on job creation in 

Nigeria noted that jobs in the oil industry mostly went to well-paid expatriates and 

Nigerians from less marginalized parts of the country and those residents closest to 

the oil fields got casual jobs which came when there was the need to clean oil spills 

or pipeline bursts. Similar sentiments have been pointed out in Uganda’s 



 

 

7 

 

parliamentary debates where oil companies have been accused of not even buying 

their food supplies from the local communities preferring to acquire their food 

supplies from firms located in Kampala-the capital city of the country. Women, as 

Ikelegbe (2005: 200) notes, are the least likely to gain employment in these oil 

companies even on these occasions. This is partly due to the social discrimination 

which has always had its origins in the cultural domains of different societies. The 

case of the Bagyeli of Cameroon is what Ikelegbe uses to advance his arguments. He 

notes that although the Bagyeli lost their traditional livelihood as a result of the 

pipeline project, only 5% of them were employed by the project (UNCTAD 2007). 

Within this small percentage, women often get the smalles share. Although the 

UNCTAD (2007) report didnot give any sense of how many men/women constituted 

the 5% of the Bagyeli who got jobs from the oil project, Dadiowei (2003) makes it 

clear to us that women were the last to benefit from any ‘left over’ trickling down 

effect of oil exploration in the Gbaran community. This conclusion would apply in 

almost all African contexts-Uganda inclusive. Indeed, insights from Ross (2008) who 

contends that oil producing economies in general have a poor record of incorporating 

women into the formal labour force offer an important template for our conclusion. 

Although the discovery of oil creates a sense of hope and expectation that the 

revenue would lead to the development of local communities and countries as a 

whole, in most cases, this dream has remained illusory as the exploration of the oil 

resources has led to the destruction of local communities and anarchy in oil-

producing developing countries. Evidence around the world suggests that whether or 

not a community/country benefits from its discovery of oil and gas is a function of the 
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global position of the oil-producing country in question (Bloomfield 2008; Hartzok 

2004),in most instances, local communities and oil producing nations in the global 

West seem to derive more blessings from the oil discovery and exploration in 

comparison to those in the global South. A good case in point is Norway which was 

the poorest country in Scandinavia at the end of the 1960s but had by the end of the 

1990s become the wealthiest thanks to the discovery of oil in 1969. Larsen (2006) 

attributes this success to Norway’s ability to prevent rent-seeking and corruption 

which have been identified as core elements of the resource natural resource curse 

(Stevens 2003).  

One of the important effects of oil exploration on communities near oil 

reserves is its impact on cultural practices, specifically the ways in which otherwise 

benign cultural practices might be rendered problematic in the face of changes 

resulting from the discovery of oil. As many nationalities engaged in oil exploration 

activities enter a particular community, there is dilution of that community’s cultural 

practices. A good case in point is the ways in which commercial sex work can 

increase with potentially more disastrous consequences like HIV/AIDS in such 

communities. Oil exploration activities are also likely to contribute to family 

breakages as women are likely to be attracted to men who have the capacity to meet 

their financial obligations particularly in the local communities. Oil exploration often 

leads to a decline in farming/fishing as viable economic ventures thus increasing the 

propensity for women to choose commercial sex work for income generating 

purposes. In addition, the influx of foreign oil workers who are often paid large sums 

of money as expatriates makes the profession of commercial sex work potentially 



 

 

9 

 

more lucrative in such communities. As a Nigerian female activist put it, “See, in our 

(Ogoni) community we have girls, small girls from Lagos, Warri, Benin City, Enugu, 

Imo, Osun and other parts of Nigeria here every day and night running after the white 

men and staff of Chevron, they are doing prostitution...” (Turner and Brownhill 2005: 

174).  

Dadiowei (2003) has also indicated that Gbaran communities are confronted 

with an increase in the number of teenage mothers with fatherless babies. While the 

work of social historians such as Akyeampong (1997) and White (1990) on Ghana 

and Kenya respectively make it quite clear that commercial sex work is not a new 

invention in Africa, one can safely say that the nature, extent and consequences of 

such practices in our current context is more worrisome. While this generation has 

witnessed the emergence of potentially deadly sexually transmitted infections such 

as HIV/AIDS, our women still have very little ability to negotiate safer sexual practices 

(Adomako Ampofo 2006). Be it as commercial sex workers who are more at risk for 

sexually transmitted infections including HIV/AIDS or teenage mothers who are left to 

care for children all on their own, the destruction of the structures that provide 

livelihoods for women in oil producing communities puts an undue burden on women 

in these communities.  

Besides the fact that women can lose livelihoods as a result of the execution 

of oil projects without necessarily being integrated into the formal sector, the 

environmental degradation, particularly the destruction of forest cover that often 

accompanies oil projects has serious implications for the availability of energy 

sources with which food can be cooked and lighting sources provided. In many 
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African communities such as the Gbaran in Nigeria, Dadiowei (2003) indicates that 

the traditional division of labour places on rural women, the responsibility for 

providing and managing natural energy sources required for the sustenance of the 

household. Bina Agarwal (1989) has long noted how village commons and forests in 

rural communities house a variety of resources that are crucial to the survival of rural 

households, particularly poor households. These include food, medicinal herbs, 

fodder, fibre and fuel wood. Therefore, environmental degradation in an effort to 

mine oil places an extra burden on women, who have to continue to provide these 

energy sources in spite of the loss or the scarcity of these energy resources. Perhaps 

because women bear the brunt of the negative impact of oil discoveries and 

explorations, they are at the forefront of the efforts to change the ways oil companies 

operate in these communities. As Ikelegbe (2005: 242) puts it, the marginality that 

women in oil producing communities face serves as a basis for gendered 

movements. 

The exploration and exploitation of the environment dates back to the 

existence of man on earth (Ekundayo, 1988). Oil and gas exploration activities in 

New Zealand for example date back to as early as the 1860s. Exploration activities 

until the 1950s were associated with natural oil and gas seeps and had few 

encouraging results. Sophisticated search techniques introduced in the 1950s led to 

the discovery of large reservoirs thus turning a new page in the history of petroleum 

exploration. Since then exploration activities have been carried out in many basins of 

both islands, but significant finds have been made only in the Taranaki Basin. 
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Therefore exploration activities have concentrated on the Taranaki Basin, while the 

exploration effort on other basins diminished (Beggs and Cook 1993). 

Environment could be treated within the framework of natural human 

surrounding and activities, which include biophysical components and processes of 

natural environment of land, water and air. It also includes all layers in the 

atmosphere, inorganic and organic matters (both living and non-living), socio-

economic components and processes of the human environment. These components 

and processes include social, economic, technological, administrative, cultural, 

historical, archaeological components and processes. Land and associated 

resources, structures, sites, human health, nutrition and safety are also inclusive 

(Emmanuel and Alakinde, 2006). According to Nwankwo and Ifeadi (1988), various 

materials released into the environment in the course of oil production operations 

include Drill cuttings, drilling mud, and fluids used for stimulating production; 

Produced fluids, oil and water, and chemicals injected into them to control corrosion 

or assist the separation of oil from water; and general industrial waste. Despite 

careful precautions, accidents do occur periodically in the drilling and exploitation of 

crude oil. These accidental discharges result from equipment failure and human 

error. It is known that the majority of oil spills during 1976-1980 occurred through 

accidental discharges attributed to equipment failure to malfunctioning, age, 

overloading, and corrosion or abrasion of machine parts. Nigeria recorded 1,360 

oilspill incidents during 1976 – 1983 and the total quantity of oil released into the 

environment was 1,426 million barrels (Nwankwo, 1984). 
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Different countries and more so from the developed world have had 

successful stories in oil exploration.  For example, Norway provides an important 

example where oil exploration has been managed largely to the satisfaction of a 

variety of stakeholders. Key elements to Norway’s success include the existence of 

policymakers and politicians who refrain from dipping their hands into the 

government kitty, a highly efficient judicial system that prosecutes the few 

recalcitrant rent-seekers in an expeditious manner, a transparent reporting system 

that provides information to every Norwegian citizen about exactly how much revenue 

has been generated from the oil industry via both newspapers and the internet as 

well as a strong media that serves as a watchdog. In addition, Norway’s public sector 

employs the majority of the citizenry with no discrimination towards women in this 

respect. By so doing, the government is thus able to channel some of the oil wealth 

into salaries that go directly into the pockets of citizens. In appreciation of the fact 

that oil is not a renewable resource, the Norwegian government has also spent a lot 

of time and effort building a manufacturing base, enhancing the human resource 

potential of its citizens – 20% of its citizens having earned a university degree, five 

percentage points higher than the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) mean – and creating a petroleum fund where revenue is kept 

for future citizens of Norway (Larsen 2006). 

One key exception to the assertion that only developed countries with natural 

resources do well is the case of Botswana. For almost twenty years, specifically 

between 1966 and 1989, Botswana was the world’s fastest growing economy (Sarraf 

and Jiwanji 2001: 9) and is currently considered an upper-middle income economy. 
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Its success is due to the discovery of diamonds a year after it gained independence 

from Britain and the state’s ability to implement policies that ensured the judicious 

use of the revenue. The emphasis on a fund similar to the Norewegian Future 

Generations Fund is evident in the words of Hon. Sir Masire, the President who 

presided over much of Botswana’s economic growth who noted: …We intend to 

conserve our resources wisely and not destroy them. Those of us who happen to live 

in Botswana in the 20th century are no more important than our descendants in 

centuries to come (Sarraf and Jiwanji 2001: 1).  

To make it possible for future generations of Botswana to derive benefits from 

the diamonds discovered on their land, the state accumulated international reserves 

and ran budget surpluses in anticipation of leaner seasons ahead. Unexpected 

increases in revenue were not spent, but rather saved. New development projects 

were only undertaken if the resources were available to cover the long term recurrent 

costs associated with such a project. In addition, like the Norwegians although less 

successfully than the Norwegians, the state sought to diversify the manufacturing, 

services and agricultural sectors of the economy so that revenue was generated from 

sources other than minerals. Finally, great pains have also been taken to ensure that 

mining operations are environmentally sound so that communities that live in close 

proximity to the mines do not suffer unduly from the mining of the natural resources 

(Sarraf and Jiwanji 2001). 
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3.0 CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY 

This study was exploratory in nature. Some kind of a sandwich approach was 

used where the study was conducted by the HOCADEO staff with the support of an 

expert consultant at all stages right from design to report writing. The study 

population was varied and we used scientific approaches to determine the sample 

size. From the National household survey of 2010, we found they had categorized 

distribution of workforce by occupation (p.39) to include (1) Agricultural and fishery 

workers, (2) Elementary occupation, (3) Service workers and shop and market sales , 

(4) Crafts and related trade workers, (5) Associate professionals, (6) Professionals, 

(7) Plant and machine operators and assemblers, (8) Others and (9) Not stated. The 

survey covered all districts and generated national averages per category.  

Our attempt as presented in the table below was to use the total number of 

voters for Hoima and Buliisa (139,724) to arrive at numbers per category using the 

national average percentage of each category. From there, we have determined the 

sample per category using the Morgan and Kreijcie table. We stopped at category 

number 4 since these represented most of our target population. Then we went for 

others like media, NGOs and local leaders. We divided the sample per category 

between the two districts using the percentage contribution of each district to the 

total population e.g. since Buliisa district constitutes 14% of the total population, this 

percentage was applied to its share of the sample population. Our desire was to have 

a small sample not more than 500 in all and we thus fixed the maximum sample at 
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384 and distribute them to the different categories. The following table summarises 

the population and sample  

Table1 Population and sample size determination for Hoima and Bulisa 

Population category by 

occupation/employment 

Total Population 

for Hoima & 

Buliisa 

National 

average 

per 

category 

Pop per 

category as 

% of the 

total pop 

Total 

Sample for 

Hoima & 

Buliisa 
Hoim

a  

Bulii

sa 

Agriculture and fishery 

workers 

                  

139,724  60.4 

         

84,393  383 
329 54 

Elementary occupation 

                  

139,724  13.6 

         

19,002  378 
325 53 

Service workers, shop 

and market sales 

                  

139,724  13 

         

18,164  378 
325 53 

Crafts and related trade 

workers 

                  

139,724  4.8 

           

6,707  365 
314 51 

NGOs/CSO 

                           

192    

               

192  132 
102 30 

Media (News 

editors/reporters) 

                             

25    

                 

25  19 
19 0 

 

Data was collected using a questionnaire and interview guide. The questionnaire 

included both open ended and closed ended questions with the latter taking the 

majority. The questionnaire was structured as follows: 
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Table 2. The structure of the survey instrument 

Section  Variables Number of questions 

A Background information 8 

B Community perception on land matters 18 

C Community perception on business and 

employment opportunities  

12 

D Community involvement in local area development 

initiatives 

10 

E Environment  8 

F Social issues 12 

 

We discussed the survey instrument during the training and corrections were 

made particularly as regards the wording and use of well understandable phrases. 

The instrument was then subjected to a pre-test through a pilot study which was 

conducted by the staff of HOCADEO. After the pilot study, the team assembled again 

in the training room where discussions were held on (1) the key mistakes and 

challenges each member had faced during the pre-test, (2) the areas which had 

proved problematic and therefore needed to be addressed, (3) the wording and 

structuring of the items, and (4) any suggestions which respondents had made. This 

exercise was comprehensively done by all members and the final survey instrument 

was developed after making all necessary adjustments. After data collection, the 

reliability analysis was also done and the co-efficient was found to be above 0.78 

which indicated a high degree of reliability.  
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Data for this study was analysed using descriptive statistics where we relied on 

percentages as well as frequency distributions and cross-tabulations. We avoided 

making the data analysis more complicated as the in formation collected from the 

respondents needed to be presented in a simple form that would be understood by 

policy makers and the stakeholders themselves. In terms of procedure, the following 

activities/phases were planned and implemented to ensure the success of the 

baseline survey:- 

3.1. Workshop for training of research team & design/production of data 

collection tools 

Under this activity, the consultant trained the HOCADEO team in key aspects of 

(applied) research and then guided them in refining the objectives of the study, 

sampling procedures as well as designing and pretesting of the data collection tools. 

The workshop was highly participatory. The staffs were sent to the field to pre-test the 

instruments and on return, the procedures of pre-testing were done jointly by the 

trainer and the staff as a strategy for transferring the skills to adult learners.  

3.2. Data collection and entry 

Data collection was done mainly at local levels as it proved difficult to have 

questionnaires sent to national participants returned. The local level included the 

local communities in the villages, local governments and the civil society 

organisations in the region. The national level had been anticipated to include the 

central government departments such as parliament and the ministries as well as 

the oil companies. It had been proposed that the consult leads the data collection 

team (made of HOCADEO staff) at the national level while the HOCADEO team 
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collects data at the local level. Regarding data entry, three of the trained HOCADEO 

staff entered the data in as SPSS data template which had been developed 

collectively during the initial training.  

3.3. Data Analysis and interpretation workshop 

The consultant led a participatory data analysis and interpretation process involving 

mainly the HOCADEO staff and some members of the Bunyoro Coalition for oil and 

Sustainable Livelihoods (BUCOSA) who had participated in the research process. The 

main goal was to enhance the staff’s and other stakeholders’ ownership of the 

findings so that they use them effectively at the next stages .i.e. in actual advocacy 

work. 

3.4. Report writing and dissemination 

The consultant led the report writing process with significant input from the staff. The 

consultant extensively contributed to the background to the study and Literature 

review. The staff worked on the methodology. While the consultant did most of the 

quantitative analysis, the staff dwelt a lot on qualitative analysis. However, both had 

a hand in either sections and complemented each other in putting together the final 

text and the comparisons and conclusions from the findings. 
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4.0 CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

 

4.1 Background characteristics of Respondents 

This section deals with the background characteristics of respondents. It covers 

the distribution of the respondents by sub-county, gender, age, religious affiliation, 

marital status, highest level of education attainment, and the category of 

respondents. It also presents the distribution of respondents per district. This study 

covered the districts of Hoima and Buliisa where oil and Gas exploration have been 

confirmed and a number of activities have already been done in those areas. In 

terms of distribution of respondents, 261 (85.3%) were from Hoima compared to 45 

(14.7%) who were from Buliisa District. There were a number of challenges in 

collecting data experienced in Buliisa which contributed to low response rate. The 

local authorities there denied our research assistants the opportunity to conduct the 

study until official permission had to be given by the Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of Energy and Development in Kampala; a technical requirement that was 

not possible to meet given the bureaucratic nature of government systems. However, 

in-depth interviews with some of the 45 respondents from Buliisa gave our team 

deeper insights into the oil transactions and the likely underlying reasons that 

majority of people from the centre were unwilling to allow such a study take place in 

Buliisa. The following table summarises the findings from each of the sub-counties 

covered by the study:- 
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Table 3.Respondents by sub-county 

Sub-country Name Frequency Percentage 

1. Kabwooya 38 12.4% 

2. Kyangwali 48 15.7% 

3. Kigorobya 53 17.3% 

4. Buseruka 28 9.2% 

5. Buliisa Town council 36 11.8% 

6. Biiso 3 1.0% 

The table indicates that the majority of respondents were from Kigorobya and 

Kyangwali and the least were from Biiso. We then disaggregated our analysis by 

gender to determine how many of the respondents were male and female 

respectively as such a strategy would enable us get a feel of the implications of 

gender on responses pertaining to the matters or oil and gas exploration. This goal 

was achieved through a cross-tabulation of the gender and respective items of the 

study variables. In terms of gender distribution it was generally found that from the 

two districts, 164 (53.6%) were male respondents while 142 (46.4%) were females. 

This signifies that there were overall an almost equal number of both male and 

female respondents that participated in our study.  

In addition to the above data, we also collected data from 36 respondents in 

the Civil Society Organisation (CSOs) arena from Hoima District. It was not possible to 

collect information from a similar group in Buliisa due to the aforementioned 

problems. Of the 36 respondents in the category, 18 (50%) were from NGOs and 

another 18 (50%) were from CBO; although for purposes of analysis, we label all 
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these as CSOs. Of those 36 respondents from the NGO 29 (80.6%) were males 

compared to 7 (19.4%) who were females. The same category was also 

disaggregated by religious affiliation and it was found 13 (36.1%) were protestants 

while 18 (50%) were Catholics and the remaining were distributed amongst Muslims, 

Evangelist and Pentecostals. It was also found that of the NGO respondents, 26 

(72.2%) were married compared to 10 (27.8%) who were single.  

The respondents for our study had varied levels of educational attainment. 

The majority of the respondents were diploma holders and constituted 17 (47.2%) 

and Bachelors Degree holders were 11 (30.6%). Their age distribution also varied 

with the majority (14) 38.9%) being between 31 and 39 years of age followed by 11 

(30.6%) who were above 40 years of age and 10 (27.8%) who were between 20 and 

30 years of age. Like the data from the questionnaire administered to NGO, the data 

obtained using the questionnaire administered to the other major stakeholders was 

disaggregated by different background features. This enabled us to have deeper 

insights on the nature of the respondents and how their responses on substantive 

items of our concern were likely to be affected. The subject under investigation is ripe 

for different interpretations by different religious groups. Given the religious 

distribution in the districts of Hoima and Buliisa, this study explored the distribution 

of respondents by religious affiliations. The analysis of the respondents that were 

covered is summarised as follows: 
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Table 4-Religious distribution of the study respondents 

Category Frequency Percentage 

1. Protestant 153 50.0% 

2. Catholic 119 38.9% 

3. SDA 5 1.6% 

4. Moslem 17 5.6% 

5. Bisaka 2 0.7% 

6. Pentecostal 8 2.6% 

7. Abrahanam 1 0.3% 

8. Baptist 1 0.3% 

 

 

The analysis confirms that the majority of respondents covered by the study 

were Protestants (50.0%) followed by Catholics (38.9%) and then Muslims who only 

constituted 5.6% of the study respondents. This information offers useful insights on 

the perceptions of various religious affiliations on matters of oil and gas exploration 

in the Albertine region. In Uganda, according to the 2002 census, religious affiliations 

in the country were distributed as follows Catholics 41.9%, Church of Uganda 

(Anglicans/protestants) 35.9%, Pentecostal 4.6%,  Seventh Day Adventist 1.5%, 

Orthodox Christian 0.1%, other Christian 1.2%, Muslims 12.1%, traditional 1.0%, and 

Baha’i  0.1%.  

We also disaggregated our respondents by marital status because 

experiences in oil producing countries has always posted varying results on the 

effects of oil and gas exploration on people with varying degrees of marital status. For 
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example, Dadiowei (2003) has indicated that Gbaran communities are confronted 

with an increase in the number of teenage mothers with fatherless babies as a result 

of oil exploration. This is a finding that is directly related to the marital status of 

people. Oil and gas exploration activities in the Albertine region are thus likely to 

create many single mother families. On this same subject, Ross (2008) contends that 

oil producing economies in general have a poor record of incorporating women into 

the formal labour force offer an important template for our conclusion. The study 

therefore had to make an analysis of the sample respondents based on their marital 

status and the findings are summarized in table 5. 

Table 5 Respondent’s distribution by marital status 

Marital status Frequency Distribution Percentage 

1. Married 210 68.6% 

2. Single  65 21.2% 

3. Divorced 14 4.6% 

4. Widowed 8 2.6% 

5. Separated  9 2.9% 

 

 

The disaggregation of data by marital status is critical because of the impacts 

oil and gas exploration activities are likely to have on different groups particularly 

women. As pointed out in the literature, oil exploration often leads to a decline in 

farming/fishing as viable economic ventures thus increasing the propensity for 

women to choose commercial sex work for income generating purposes. The influx of 

foreign oil workers who are often paid large sums of money as expatriates (often 
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moving without their partners) makes the profession of commercial sex work a more 

lucrative business in communities where oil exploration takes place. Indeed, 

literature already gives facts in this regard. As a  Nigerian female activist put it, many 

girls, small girls from Lagos, Warri, Benin City, Enugu, Imo, Osun and other parts of 

Nigeria are here every day and night running after the white men and staff of 

Chevron, they are doing prostitution...” (Turner and Brownhill 2005: 174). In studies 

like ours, it is often critical to analyze data based on levels of education as responses 

from different respondents with varying levels are likely to give a comprehensive 

picture on the perception of study variables. Moreover, Oil and gas exploration 

opportunities are likely to benefit the people differently due to their differences in 

educational attainments. Those with high educational qualifications and expertise 

are likely to benefit more than those with lower qualifications as such people can 

only be given low paying jobs. As far as the highest level of educational attainment 

for the study respondents was concerned, the analysis shows the following:- 

Table 6.Highest levels of education 

Education level Frequency Percentage 

No education 23 7.5% 

Primary 99 32.4% 

Secondary  114 37.3% 

Certificate 44 14.4% 

Diploma 21 6.9% 

Bachelor’s Degree 4 1.3% 
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Master’s Degree 1 0.3% 

 

The findings as summarised in the above table indicate that the majority of 

respondents in our study were in the primary and secondary levels of education 

category implying they could first and foremost read and write and second, they had 

adequate knowledge to understand and interpret the questions which were posed to 

them. However, the findings also suggested that there are were a number of 

respondents with lower levels of qualifications and their benefits from oil and gas 

exploration activities especially in terms of employment opportunities are likely to be 

limited. This is in line with observations made by Bloomfield (2008) to the effect that 

jobs in the oil industry mostly go to well-paid expatriates and less marginalized parts 

of the country and those residents closest to the oil fields get casual jobs which come 

when there was the need to clean oil spills or pipeline bursts. This position has a 

bearing to the educational qualifications. Most local communities and those near the 

oil fields are likely to be the marginalized who may not have adequate finances to 

educate their children to higher levels to enable them acquire the expertise needed 

at such a level. The study respondents also had varying levels of age distribution and 

the following table gives a summary of the findings:-  
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Table 7.Age distribution of the study respondents 

Age Category Frequency Percentage 

1. Below 20 19 6.2% 

2. Between 20-30 yrs 106 34.6% 

3. Between 31-39 yrs 87 28.4 

4. Above 40 yrs 94 30.7% 

 

 

Oil and gas exploration activities will always have positive benefits to some 

groups or sectors but will also have negative consequences particularly to the poor 

communities who cannot compete favorably due to their political and economic 

marginalization. The presence of substantial amounts of oil and gas reserves has 

been identified by many authors as a potentially mixed blessing for oil producing 

countries (World Bank, 2006). According to the age distribution presented in table 7, 

the majority of the respondents (34.6%) in our study were aged between 20 and 30 

years which reflect a likely high number of many jobless youth in the Albertine 

Region. This finding compares well with the national unemployment rates of the 

country where the majority of the youth complete their studies but cannot get 

employment. These were followed by respondents whose age was above 40 years of 

age (30%) and then those who were between 31 and 39 years of age (28.4%). When 

the study respondents were analysed based on different categories of occupation, 

the summary is as follows:- 
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Table 8- showing distribution of respondents by category.  

Respondent category Frequency Percentage 

1. Farmers 108 35.3% 

2. Fishermen/Women 44 14.4% 

3. Traders/Service sector 90 29.4% 

4. Craftsmen/Women 31 10.1% 

5. Elementary occupation 33 10.8% 

 

As seen from the above table, the majority of the respondents in the study were 

farmers (35.3%) followed by traders (29.4%) and fishermen/women (14.4%). Put 

otherwise, an overall majority of 49.7% fall under the primary sector (agriculture and 

fishing). Such categories of respondents often have different views on oil and gas 

exploration as they are likely to be affected differently. They also have different 

expectations from oil and gas exploration activities. The farmers for example often 

have high expectations of market for their produce as they anticipate that the 

booming oil and gas exploration activities will employ people who will need to be fed. 

On the other hand, the traders of all types of merchandise will have high expectations 

for increased business opportunities. In the next section, we present results on the 

perception of the respondents on key issues which guided the study as reflected in 

the objectives in chapter one. In the presentation, descriptive statistics as well as 

some qualitative data from interviews are presented. This process is supported by a 

discussion and careful comparison with the information in existing records.  
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4.2 Community perception on land matters 

Land is a resource that is highly valued by every community and is often a 

controversial policy area in all governments. There are divergent attachments 

indigenous rural communities fix on their land as compared to their urban 

counterparts. In almost all parts of the world, indigenous communities are united by 

unique and all-important connections to their traditional lands. Much more than just 

economic or geographic considerations, indigenous communities’ relationships with 

their lands encompass spiritual and cosmological perspectives. Indigenous 

communities do not view land as a commodity available for sale or lease, but rather 

as a comprehensive system of resources to be utilized, respected, and maintained 

for future generations. Indigenous conceptions of land, therefore, often do not 

connect with Western theories of property ownership, a reality which has caused 

considerable difficulties in the efforts of many communities to reclaim traditional 

land rights. Moreover, when a natural resource is discovered in rural communities 

where there are such attachments coupled with different land tenure systems, policy 

makers have to be cautious in making decisions that pertain to land as it can be a 

potentially political issue.  

Today indigenous communities often face intense pressures for their lands and 

natural resources, as populations expand and non-indigenous society continues its 

efforts to develop new economic frontiers. Mindful of indigenous rights at least in 

theory, governments have recently enacted important legal changes which recognize 

these communities’ rights to land and natural resources. As a result, many 

indigenous communities enjoy the most secure land tenure and greatest control over 
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natural resources of any time in recent memory. But problems and weaknesses 

remain in many parts of the region, as poor administration, ineffective enforcement, 

and a frequent lack of political will handicap meaningful recognition of indigenous 

land and resource rights. Uganda in general and more so in the Albertine region is 

not immune from these problems revolving around land. Recent press reports of land 

evictions in the Albertine region of communities where oil has been discovered is one 

example of the potential sources of problems. Thus, in our study, we sought the 

respondent’s views using a set of questions on matters of land and the emerging 

findings are presented in table 9:- 

Table 9.Community views on matters of land ownership 

Items  SA (5) A(4) UD(3) D(2) SD(1) 

1. There is a clear land ownership system  47(15.7%) 82(26.8%) 31(10.1%) 80(26.1%

) 

66(2.6%) 

2. Land is owned by the community 47(15.4%) 45(14.7%) 24(7.8%) 97(31.7%

) 

93(30.4%) 

3. Land is owned by individuals 118(38.6%

) 

94(30.7%) 17(5.6%) 35(11.5%

) 

42(13.7%) 

4. The majority  live on unregistered land 10(3.3%) 21(6.9%) 28(9.2%) 96(31.4%

) 

151(49.3%

) 

5. It is easy for me to acquire a land title 15(4.9%) 26(8.5%) 19(6.2%) 64(20.9%

) 

182(59.5%

) 

6. There are reported cases of land 

grabbing 

143(46.7%

) 

84(27.5%) 21(6.9%) 19(6.2%) 39(12.7%) 

7. I have a legal document for my land 50(16.3%) 71(23.2%) 37(12.1%) 55(18.0%

) 

93(30.4%) 

8. There are reported cases of eviction  59(19.3%) 94(30.7%) 51(16.7%) 55(18.0% 46(15.0%) 
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) 

9. Compensation guidelines are 

communicated 

9(2.9%) 37(12.1%) 77(25.2%) 84(27.5%

) 

99(32.4%) 

10. There is fairness in compensation 15(4.9%) 26(8.5%) 117(38.2%

) 

65(21.2%

) 

83(27.1%) 

11. More displacements due to  oil 135(44.1%

) 

78(25.5%) 56(18.3%) 19(6.2%) 18(5.9%) 

12. Government has  surveyed the land  9(2.9) 30(9.8%) 127(41.5%

) 

70(20.9%

) 

70(20.9%) 

13. Residents discussed resettlement plan 6(2.0%) 24(7.8%) 64(20.9%) 89(29.1%

) 

122(39.9%

) 

14. Government  surveyed the land 35(11.4%) 52(17.0%) 61(19.9%) 72(23.5%

) 

86(28.1%) 

15. People discussed matters of land 

surveying  

24(7.8%) 37(12.1%) 66(21.6%) 87(28.4%

) 

92(30.1%) 

16. Government consults  to gain consensus  11(3.6%) 39(12.7%

) 

44(14.4%) 77(25.2%

) 

135(44.1%

) 

 

 

When respondents were asked to comment on whether  there is a clear land 

ownership system in the districts covered by the study, 47(15.7%) strongly agreed, 

82(26.8%)agreed compared to 80(26.1%) who disagreed and 66(2.6%) who strongly 

disagreed. This confirms the existence of mixed responses on the matters of land 

ownership, a problem which was further implied by 31(10.1%) of the respondents 

who simply indicated were undecided when the question was put to them. On 

whether land is owned by the community, again there were mixed results as seen 

from the above table. While about 30% of the respondents believed that land was 
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owned by the community, over 60% believed it was not owned by the community. 

This raises an idea of individual ownership of land.  This is confirmed by responses to 

the statement that land is owned by individual where 11 (38.6%) of the study 

respondents strongly agreed to the statement and 94 (30.7%) agreed; suggesting 

that about 69% of the study respondents believed land belonged to individuals. It is 

worth noting that the clarity on land tenure system remains hard in the region given 

that even among the respondents from Buliisa district during the FGD, there was no 

consensus on the dominant tenure between individual and community ownership. 

While the old generation believes land in Buliisa is communally owned and needs to 

remain so, the young generation is less convinced and would prefer individual 

ownership. The findings indicate that majority of respondents believed in the idea 

that there were incidences of land grabbing as seen from the 143 (46.7%) who 

strongly agreed and 84 (27.5) who agreed to the statement. Moreover, the majority 

of the respondents had a perception that more people were likely to be displaced on 

their land due to the discovery of oil.  

During an interview with one of the aged male respondents, he confirmed that 

people had been denied their liberty to decide for themselves on how to live well on 

their land and that community were not involved by government in discussing their 

compensation rates and procedures. He noted that some areas which formerly 

belonged to the communities have been restricted from accessibility by the same 

community. That Oil companies have always referred community members to ask 

their government on issues of land and matters of resettlement have not been 
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discussed between oil companies and the affected people is a finding that points to 

various contradictions. However there are some people who have been affected and 

their compensation has not been effective. In yet another interview, one respondent 

indicated that some individuals have claimed large chunks of land which formerly 

belonged to the community, and have either sold it or surveyed it with plans to sell it 

or own it for private gains.  

According to one member of Buliisa District land Board, Land in Buliisa has been 

for a very long time referred to be communal and people lived freely on it without 

disturbance. Today it is less than 5% of the land that is surveyed meaning that most 

of it is not surveyed. He suggested that government should help people to survey 

their land and lease it as, clans or communities. In an FGD with male respondents 

from Buliisa, three respondents illustrated the traditional communal land use 

patterns in the district by drawing a map which indicated that the land in Nguedo was 

used for cultivation, the lake for water source (for animals and domestic use) and 

fishing while the rest was used for settlement and grazing. Unfortunately, the 

community members groan that when the oil companies came; they claimed this 

land for their activities. Those who had cultivated the land but without crops were not 

compensated, only those with crops were compensated. Moreover, the arguably 

under-valued compensation was limited to the value of crops destroyed at that 

material time and not any other aspects. Even those who were compensated were 

given peanuts; for instance an orange tree was compensated between 40,000/= to 

80,000/=. In Buliisa district land was communally earmarked as land for grazing, 
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crop growing and for settlement and the lake was for fishing. However when oil 

exploration activities begun, the companies and other individuals thought that this 

land is free, that is why land wrangles have persisted. It is however important to note 

that there is no consensus on the definition and relevance of communal ownership of 

land especially between the young and old generations. It remains desirable that a 

common definition and logic for communal land tenure system are articulated for the 

community. In the FGD, it was clear that the traditional clans which were the 

collective land owners have since been scattered by immigrations or altered by new 

demarcations such as Local Councils. As such, there is need to define afresh the new 

communities and who in the community qualifies to be part of those who own the 

community land. 

There has been a case of manipulation of the community by the rich and unfair 

judgment by the government. A respondent narrated a scenario, which majority 

witnessed and supplemented that; one member on the communal land sold a piece 

of land without the consent of the entire community. On questioning him, he 

persuaded them that he was going to refund the money to the buyer, which he never 

did. The buyer also went ahead and used the documents fraudulently signed by the 

Chairperson of the community to sell the piece of land to the rich person. On learning 

about the issues, the community teamed and raised an alarm. However, the 

government never judged with justice, where by the community members who tried 

to clarify on the ownership of that piece of land were arrested. This was so because 

the piece of land in question contained an oil well.  The rich man went ahead to 
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process the land title. All the above findings confirm that the local communities have 

a poor perception on the ability of government to address their concerns.  

4.3 Business and employment opportunities 

In 2006, Uganda made its first commercially viable petroleum discovery. Since 

2006, oil companies have drilled over 40 exploratory wells in western Uganda, only 

three of which were reportedly found to be dry. The country now has an estimated 

reserve capacity of over two billion barrels and a potential flow rate of up to 350,000 

barrels-a-day (over a 25 year period). These statistics place the country in the 

company of Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, and the Republic of Congo (although not in 

the company of Nigeria and Angola—the reigning titans of African oil). The main 

petroleum company engaged in oil drilling in Uganda, Tullow Oil, expects to begin 

production within the next two years and of recent, some shares have been 

transferred to one Chinese firm and another French firm. Alongside the anticipation 

of the wealth generated by oil, the experience of other oil producing countries tells us 

that oil also creates new risks and challenges for the country.  

No country in sub-Saharan Africa has managed to achieve sustainable growth 

and stable development from oil alone. The example of Nigeria shows that oil 

production has the potential to inflict environmental degradation and insecurity, 

while failing to lift a majority of a country’s poor out of the grip of poverty. To prevent 

this, Uganda needs effective, transparent, and accountable state structures to 

ensure that oil production translates into economic development and prosperity 

(CSCSO, 2010). In our study, we asked respondents to give their views on whether 

business and employment opportunities had so far been created as a result of the oil 
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and gas exploration activities. Our analysis of the responses is summarised as 

follows:  

Table 10. Showing respondent’s perception on creation of business and employment 

opportunities by oil discovery  

Item measures SA A UD D SD 

1. We have a big number of residents who are 

unemployed  

7(2.3%) 15(4.9%) 19(6.2%) 89(29.1%) 175 

(57.2%) 

2. Our people have got business opportunities 

from oil discovery 

10 

(3.3%) 

43(14.1%) 27(8.8%) 105(34.3%) 121(39.5%) 

3. Oil companies prefer to employ local people 

in high paying jobs 

29(9.9%) 12(3.9%) 30(9.8%) 48(15.7%) 187(61.1%) 

4. Local communities have got high market for 

their food  

8(2.6%) 69(22.5%) 21(6.9%) 97(31.7%) 111(36.3%) 

5. Agricultural supplies used in oil exploration 

are obtained locally 

10(3.3%) 31(10.1%) 34(11.9%) 70(22.9%) 160(52.3%) 

6. My business is benefiting from oil and gas 

industry  

15(4.9%) 33(10.8%) 42(13.7%) 69(22.5%) 146(47.7%) 

7. There are indicators that my business will 

be boosted by oil industry 

40(13.1%) 43(14.1%) 78(25.5%) 54(17.6%) 90(29.4%) 

8. Most business are linked to the oil 

exploration 

9(2.9%) 18(5.9%) 40(13.1%) 100(32.7%) 139(45.4%) 

9. Fishing has remained a booming business 

in the traditional areas 

14(4.6%) 32(10.5%) 35(11.4%) 88(28.8%) 137(44.8%) 

10. Fishing sites in the oil areas are doing good 

business 

79(25.8%) 80(26.1%) 53(17.3%) 44(14.4%) 50(16.3%) 

11. Quantity of fish has remained high even 

with discovery of oil 

21(6.9%) 22(7.2%) 45(14.7%) 82(26.8%) 136(44.4%) 

 

Table 10 summarizes respondent’s opinions on creation of business 

opportunities and jobs as a result of oil and gas exploration. We first asked each of 

the respondents to indicate their views on whether they believed there were a big 

number of residents who are unemployed to which 22 (7.2%) agreed and 265 

(86.3%) disagreed with the remaining number of respondents undecided on their 

opinion. Asked whether the people in the Albertine region had obtain business 

opportunities from the oil and gas exploration activities, as seen in the above table 
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105 (34.3%) disagreed and 121 (39.5%) strongly disagreed suggesting that over 

70% of the study respondents believed that oil and gas exploration has not yet 

benefited the local communities. Asked to indicated in their view whether oil 

companies preferred to employ local people in oil and gas activities, the study found 

that 187 (61.1%) strongly disagreed and 48 (15.7%) disagreed compared to only 29 

(9.9%) that strongly agreed and 12 (3.9%) that agreed. The local communities had 

neither obtained local markets for their goods as confirmed by 111 (36.3%) and 97 

(31.7%) of the respondents who disagreed and strongly disagreed strongly when this 

question was put to them. The findings overall indicate that oil and gas exploration in 

the region had not translated into business opportunities but instead some 

businesses like fishing which had long been a source of livelihood were being 

affected.  

From the literature, Frynas et al (2003:68) argue that the key beneficiaries of the 

oil exploration efforts in Sao Tome/Principe (STP) happen to be the owners of ERHC 

/Chrome, including Emeka Offor, the owner of the latter company who was one of the 

biggest financial backers of the PDP, government in power in Nigeria at the time. The 

deal between this consortium and the STP state, the authors argue, has no 

precedent in the history of the African oil industry since the end of colonialism. In this 

deal, which the consortium in question won without competitive bidding, a 

consortium with only $1.5 million in cash and $30 million in market capitalization 

could find a partner with $50 million to buy an oil concession for which they did not 

have to pay a signature bonus. In addition, they had future rights to benefits that 

otherwise should accrue to petro-states such as future petroleum taxation.  
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We asked the members of CSOs on their views on whether the oil and gas 

exploration had created some business opportunities. To this question, 18 (50%) of 

the CSO members strongly disagreed, 13 (36.1%) disagreed while only 1 (2.6%) 

agreed and the remaining 4 (11.1%) were undecided. Asked further to indicate 

whether in their opinion the people of Bunyoro had got any business opportunities as 

a result of the oil and gas exploration, 30.6% strongly disagreed but another 30.6% 

respondent in the affirmative and 22.2% remained undecided. The majority of CSOs 

members (69.4%) that responded to this study strongly disagreed that oil companies 

were employing local people in high paying jobs. These findings strongly support the 

observations which were made by the general members of the community when this 

question was put to them. This indicates that while oil and gas exploration activities 

are taking place, the majority of beneficiaries are not the local residents. This could 

be attributed to two major factors namely (1) the local communities are less 

educated and do not have the technical expertise given the recent discovery of this 

resource and (2) there is a ‘deliberate’ move by the oil companies to deny the local 

people an opportunity to benefit. The first reason is more convincing given that it was 

found in this study that the majority of respondents had low levels of academic 

qualifications  which were not adequate to allow them participate in such high paying 

jobs if this finding was to be extrapolated to the entire population of the Albertine 

region.  

 

Agriculture is the mainstay of a substantial number of African families and as has 

been documented in the works of authors such as Baanante et al (1999) and 
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Whitehead (1999), the agricultural systems in Africa depend as much on the efforts 

of women as they do on the efforts of men. However, men are more likely to be cash 

crop farmers and food crop farmers are usually the poorest in our societies (Darkwah 

2005). Forced resettlements which jeopardize the livelihoods of women food crop 

farmers put undue strain on them and their families as they struggle to develop 

alternative livelihood practices to fend for their already cash-strapped families. The 

analysis of the results from the responses of CSOs members indicated that 38.9% of 

the respondents strongly disagreed that oil companies were obtaining agricultural 

supplies from the local communities as compared to only 2.8% of the respondents 

who strongly agreed. On this same question, 27.8% disagreed compared to 8.3% that 

agreed and 22.2% were undecided. However, the findings from the majority of CSOs 

suggest that the majority believed that the oil and gas activities had huge business 

potentials which could be exploited. This suggests a need to mobilize the 

communities around agreed business opportunities. Since findings from CSO 

suggests that most business were not yet linked to oil and gas activities, the leaders 

at local and community levels need to organize the local business communities 

around important business segments that have direct or indirect linkage to the oil 

and gas exploration. Overall, the findings as presented above confirm the growing 

perception that the oil companies have not empowered the local communities in the 

region to buy agricultural produce from the oil producing areas. This observation 

implies that more women are likely to be affected since in Uganda like other parts of 

Africa, women’s livelihood revolves around agriculture. Any negative effect on the 
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sale of the agricultural produce therefore has significant implications on the 

economic well-being of women compared to men.  

4.4 Community involvement in local area development initiatives 
 

Transparency is the cornerstone of effective oil industry management. To regulate 

and respond to oil industry activities, different government offices and the public 

must have access to information about the oil industry. Above all, there ought to be 

extensive involvement of the communities for sustainability of the oil and gas 

exploration activities. Without community ownership of all investments by 

government and oil companies, the same community where oil and gas exploration 

take place will be agents of destroying and stealing related infrastructure and 

materials.  

Table 11. Rating of community involvement in local development initiatives 

1. Community members have 

access to information from 

government on oil 

10(3.3%) 31(10.1%) 12(3.9%) 96(31.4%) 156(51.0% 

2. Oil companies always give 

adequate information to the 

communities 

7(2.3%) 42(13.7%) 23(7.5%) 95(31.5%) 139(45.4%) 

3. Government  prioritises 

community interests in all oil 

activities 

3(1.0%) 14(4.6%) 41(13.4%) 99(32.4%) 149(48.7%) 

4. Government agents always 

provide very consistent 

information  

5(1.6%) 23(7.5%) 49(16.0%) 96(31.4%) 133(43.5%) 

5. Civil society organisations are 

always involved in oil matters 

18(5.9%) 52(17.0%) 112(36.6%) 72(23.5%) 52(17.0%) 

6. CSOs are already doing a god 

job in preparing communities  

40(13.1%) 77(25.2%) 74(24.2%) 70(22.9%) 45(14.7%) 

7. Oil companies always give back 

to the community through their 

activities 

22(7.2%) 87(28.4%) 55(18.0%) 85(27.8%) 57(18.6%) 

8. Religious leaders have always 

been consulted on matters of 

7(2.3%) 26(8.5%) 85(27.8%) 86(28.1%) 102(33.3%) 
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oil and gas 

9. Cultural leaders often have 

been consulted in matters of oil 

and gas  

28(9.2%) 40(13.1%) 109(35.6%) 51(16.7%) 78(25.5%) 

 

 Table 11 indicates the opinions of the general community on how far they had 

been involved in community local development initiatives in the Albertine Region. As 

seen from the table, on the majority of items which were being measured, majority of 

respondents disagreed that they had not been consulted as compared to those who 

agreed to each of the statements. Asked to give their opinion on whether the 

community members have access to information from government on oil, 96 (31.4%) 

disagreed and 156 (51.0%) strongly disagreed suggesting that over 80% of the 

respondents did not believe that the community had been given information by 

government on oil. Information is crucial for determining which kind of business 

opportunities the members have to engage it and its absence is a recipe for 

guesswork hence limited strategic foresight on what business enterprises the 

community should establish to benefit from oil. The results confirm that the 

community members believed that there were no government agents who were 

giving consistent information about oil activities in Bunyoro; a finding that supports 

the growing public perception as expressed by the members of parliament about the 

secrecy with which government has managed the oil and gas sector.  

Lack of information to the community was not only blame to the government 

but also the oil companies. Moreover, as seen from the results, the majority of 

respondents believed that government was not priotising community interests in oil 

activities in the Albertine region; an observation that has broad long term 
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implications on the community-government-oil company partnerships. With increased 

suspicion from the communities about lack of priotisation of their interest, instability 

in oil activities is possible. The findings presented above suggest that the 

respondents believed that CSOs in the region had not yet done what was expected of 

them. These institutions are critical for oil governance as they put government and 

the oil companies to account for their actions. Where they are found to be inactive, 

the community members loose any opportunity of effective representation especially 

where there is increasing mistrust from those in government institutions at both the 

centre and local level. The findings suggest that 86 (28.1%) of the respondents 

disagreed to the question put to them whether religious leaders were being 

consulted and 102 (33.3%) strongly disagreed to the same statement. The majority 

of the respondents were not sure whether cultural leaders had been consulted on 

matters of oil and gas exploration. All these findings portray a general lack of 

government-community engagement which is critical for the success of oil and gas 

exploration in the region.  

On information availability on oil and gas exploration activities, the majority of the 

members of CSOs (75%) believed that the public had not been given information by 

government on oil and gas exploration activities. It was equally found that 58% of the 

CSO members that participated in the study believed that oil companies were also 

not giving adequate information to the members of the community about oil and gas 

exploration activities as compared to only 22.2% of the respondents who believed so. 

Asked to give their opinions on whether government gave priority to the community 
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interests in the Albertine region, 86% of the respondents disagreed compared to only 

2.8% who believed that government was giving priority to community interests. It was 

also found from this group of CSOs respondents that the majority (72%) believed that 

government agents were not giving consistent information on matters of oil and gas 

exploration in Bunyoro sub-region. On whether government involved CSOs on matters 

of oil, 19.4% of the respondents strongly disagreed, 36.1% disagreed while 30.6% 

agreed and 13.9% were undecided implying that the majority of the respondents 

believed that government had not involved them in matters of oil and gas 

exploration. On whether CSOs were already doing a good job in preparing the 

communities to cope with oil and gas explorarion activities, 5.6% strongly disagreed, 

33.3% disagreed compared to 27.8% who agreed and 30.6% who strongly agreed 

and 2.8% were undecided. This confirms mixed findings among the members of the 

CSOs on their role in the region.  

4.5 Perceptions on the effects of oil and gas exploration on the 

environment  
 

The oil industry, especially the exploration of oil, has destructive environmental 

impacts or what Watts (2001) refers to as engendering ecological violence. Oil 

extraction involves several environmental pollution processes (Sebastián et al 2001). 

A UNCTAD (2007) report indicates that oil and gas exploration impact on the 

environment in many negative ways by exposing it to oil leakages and spills, gas 

flaring, and deforestation as a result of the creation of access routes to new areas. 

Gas flaring without temperature or emissions control pollutes the air (Hurtig and 

Sebastián 2002) and releases unacceptably high levels of carbon dioxide into the 
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atmosphere (US Non-Governmental Delegation to the Niger Delta 1999). In 

Ogoniland for example, two independent studies have revealed that total petroleum 

hydrocarbons in the streams located there are between 360 and 680 times the 

European Community permissible levels (Watts 2001: 196). Oil spillages are also 

quite frequent in oil fields in the global south. According to the UNCTAD (2007) 

report, between 2000 and 2004, there were as many as 5,400 officially recorded oil 

spillages in the Niger Delta alone. Further studies show that these spills are far more 

frequent in the global south than in the global north. Between 1982 and 1992, for 

example, 37% of Shell’s spills worldwide occurred in the Niger Delta (Watts 2001: 

196). 

In a study on Environmental implications of oil exploration and exploitation in the 

coastal region of Ondo State, Nigeria:, Olujimi Julius Ajilowo Bayode, Emmanuel 

Adebayo Adewunmi and Sogbon Odunwol (2011) recently recommended that the 

government should mandate all the oil companies operating in the region to embark 

on the continuous provision of infrastructure (such as water, good roads, electricity, 

health facilities, schools, markets, etc) for the host communities. Compulsory life 

insurance schemes must be put in place for the inhabitants of the oil producing 

areas in addition to the provision of adequate and immediate compensation and 

clean-up of spills. Collier and Hoefller (2000) have extended the resource-curse 

thesis by arguing that natural resources do not only pose challenges to the economy 

of a state, but also have a tendency to generate civil conflict. In their analysis of 73 

civil conflicts that occurred between 1965 and 1999, they argued that the most 
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powerful explanatory factor for these conflicts was the fact that they occurred in 

states that derived a significant amount of its GDP from the export of primary 

commodities. Collier (2007) has gone on to argue that having abundant natural 

resources is therefore one of four traps that a poor country might find itself in. All in 

all then, the mere discovery of oil and gas should not be cause for celebration. We 

sought respondents views on the impact of oil and gas exploration activities in the 

Albertine region on the environment and the findings are summarised in table 12. 

Table12- Views on the impact of oil and gas exploration activities on the 

environment 
Items 5 4 3 2 1 

1. Oil and gas activities carefully 

consider the safety of the aquatic 

species 

13(4.2%) 35(11.4%) 77(25.2%) 91(29.7%

) 

90(29.4%

) 

2. Disposal of oil and gas wastes 

consider the safety of the people 

24(7.8%) 53(17.3%) 69(22.55) 93(30.4%

) 

66(21.6%

) 

3. Disposal of oil and gas wastes 

consider the safety of our 

environment 

25(8.2%) 48(15.7%) 93(30.4%) 68(22.2%

) 

72(23.5%

) 

4. Environmental impact assessment is 

always conducted  

27(8.8%) 62(20.3%) 100(32.7%

) 

60(19.6%

) 

56(18.3%

) 

5. Some small towns are developing 

near oil wells  

88(28.8%

) 

113(36.9%

) 

53(17.3%) 34(11.1%

) 

17(5.6%) 

6. The small towns near oil wells have 

an effect on environment 

67(21.9%

) 

89(29.1%) 90(29.4%) 37(12.1%

) 

23(7.5%) 

 

Results presented above indicate the respondent’s views on the impact of oil 

and gas exploration activities on the environment in the Albertine region. Asked to 

comment on whether Oil and gas activities carefully consider the safety of the 

aquatic species, 90 (29.4%) strongly disagreed, 91 (29.7%) disagreed compared to 

77 (25.2%) who were undecided on this question and 35 (11.4%) who agreed and 

only 13 (4.2%) who strongly agreed. This suggests that the majority of respondents 
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believed that oil and gas activities had not taken into much consideration the safety 

of aquatic species. Should this perception be emerge to be true in both the short and 

long term, the region will face a number of consequences in regard to the aquatic 

species. Environmental considerations should however not be concerned more with 

aquatic specifies at the expense of the people. When asked to comment whether 

disposal of oil and gas wastes consider the safety of the people, 165 (52.0%) of the 

respondents disagreed compared to 77 (25.1%) who agreed and 69 (22.5%) who 

were undecided. This trend was generally again expressed on the aspect that 

disposal did not consider the safety of the environment generally as seen from the 

above table. All these findings suggest a need for government and other relevant 

bodies including the oil companies to have concerns for the environment. This 

requires environmentally friendly strategies in the process of oil and gas exploration 

to avoid problems which are often associated with the oil and gas exploration 

activities.  

Clause 132 of the draft 2010 oil bill defines “pollution damage” as “damage 

or loss caused by pollution as a consequence of effluence or discharge of petroleum 

from a facility including a well”. However, experience shows that the oil industry can 

cause pollution damage in ways other than oil spills. Oil companies make extensive 

use of chemicals and create many by-products as part of oil production. Unless oil 

companies devote substantial resources to properly dispose of these pollutants, the 

pollutants will severely impact Uganda’s soil, air and water. Thus, to be effective, the 
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Draft’s language must do more than address just one type of pollution damage. 

However, this is not adequate considering the magnitude of the problem at hand.  

The environmental pollution associated with oil exploration has serious 

implications for the survival of species in communities near oil reserves. Oil spillage 

massively pollutes water bodies thereby threatening fisheries and reducing tourism, 

harming bird life and severely affecting ecological ocean life (UNCTAD 2007). The 

environmental pollution caused by oil drilling also results in a destruction of 

livelihoods in local communities making it difficult for the present and future 

generations to make a living off of their land. Farming and fishing activities, the 

mainstay of these economies, literally grind to a halt with the exploration of oil. A 

member of the Escravos Women Coalition in describing the impact of the activities of 

Chevron on their community notes, “Our farms are all gone, due to Chevron’s 

pollution of our water. We used to farm cassava, okro, pepper and others. Now all the 

places we’ve farmed are sinking, we cannot farm. We cannot kill fishes and crayfish.” 

(Turner and Brownhill 2005: 172). Likewise, according to Dadiowei (2003), the ten 

kilometer construction of the Gbaran Deep Oil Field led to the destruction of seasonal 

creeks, lakes, swamp pools and other water bodies which hitherto had being relied 

on by fisherwomen from the Gbaran field communities for fish, shrimps and lobster. 

This dislodged the economic base of the women in the Gbaran communities in 

Nigeria leaving them with one less option for earning a living. Gas flaring has also 

made it impossible for the fisherwomen of Uzere in the Delta State of Nigeria to 

continue to fish (Ikelegbe 2005). Likewise, the women of Ogoniland, Nigeria who 

earn their living as farmers can testify to the ways in which the execution of oil 
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projects compromises their livelihoods. In late April 1993, for example, farmlands 

close to the Ogoni pipeline were bulldozed with no regard for the crop growing on the 

land. When one woman, Karololo Kogbara, attempted to salvage what little crop was 

left on her farmland, Nigerian soldiers safeguarding the operations of the oil 

company shot her in her arm. That arm was later amputated. Sixteen years later, 

Karololo is one of the plaintiffs in the legal case against Shell that was heard on May 

26th 2009 in a courtroom in New York. (www.shellguilty.com accessed May 25th 

2009). 

Majority of respondents from the CSOs in this study believed that they needed 

to promptly learn from changes in the environment if they were to perform their roles 

effectively. When they were asked their opinions on whether the emerging oil and gas 

industry had implications for the target communities in the regions, 2.8% strongly 

disagreed, 22.2% disagreed but 38.9% agreed. On whether the majority of CSOs had 

taken initiatives to initiate oil related programmes for the community, 44.4% strongly 

agreed, 38.9% agreed compared to 8.3% that strongly disagreed and 5.6% that 

disagreed. This suggests that CSOs had taken important initiatives. However, findings 

on the various items measured in this study suggest that CSOs are yet to have a 

serious impact on their engagement with government as far as oil and gas 

exploration activities were concerned.  

To effectively engage government and oil companies, CSOs need to be 

empowered and ought to have up-to-date information for their advocacy work. 

Indeed, when they were asked to comment on whether they needed training to 
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undertake their work, 63.9% strongly agreed, 27.8% agreed compared to 2.8% who 

disagreed and 5.6% who were undecided on the question. The CSOs need a 

conducive work environment to engage the well facilitated structures of government 

and the oil companies. Asked to indicate whether they had adequate office space 

and equipment for expansion programmes of their activities, 72% of the CSO 

respondents agreed as compared to 29% who disagreed. On whether they had 

adequate staff, 47.2% agreed, 27.8% strongly agreed compared to 2.8% who 

strongly disagreed and 11.1% who disagreed and another 11.1% being undecided. 

Staffing alone is not essential for the task before the CSOs in the oil industry but it is 

a necessary resource. On whether they have resources for example to train the staff 

for new and familiar assignments, the study found that 16.7% of the CSOs 

respondents strongly disagreed, 25.0% disagreed while a corresponding equal 

number of 25.0% agreed, 16.7% strongly agreed and 16.7% remained undecided.  

We asked the respondents on whether all the CSOs employees had access to 

ICT facilities to their work and the analysis suggests that 8.3% strongly disagreed, 

27.8% disagreed compared to 36.1% that agreed and 22.2% that strongly agreed 

and 5.6% who were undecided. We asked the respondents their opinion on whether 

the CSOs had a good number of the employees with knowledge in the oil and gas 

sector, 16.7% strongly disagreed, 38.9% disagreed, while 19.4% were agreeing and 

undecided respectively and only 5.6% strongly agreed. This implies that CSOs need to 

equip their staff with oil and gas exploration knowledge if they are to engage other 

stakeholders constructively. Indeed, the majority of CSOs respondents (77.8%) 

believed that the oil and gas industry presented a great opportunity for their careers. 
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The majority (66%) had at least the basic knowledge and skills to initiate oil related 

interventions for the benefit of their target community. The majority of the CSOs 

respondents (71%) still believed that they had capacity to influence decisions in my 

CSO towards oil-related programming for their target community. To support this 

basic knowledge, over 97% of the CSOs believed that they needed to always seek 

new ideas for their work and needed to quickly embrace change in their lobbying and 

mobilization activities.  

Engaging the government by CSOs for the benefit of the community in the 

Albertine region is not a simple activity. It requires collaborative efforts among the 

CSOs but also all the community structures as well as the local leadership. CSOs 

however play a critical role in creating a partnership synergy among all these key 

players. We asked the CSOs respondents to indicate whether their respective CSOs 

had established networks with other similar-minded CSOs on oil and gas matters. It 

was found that 11.1% strongly disagreed, 13.9% disagreed while 47.2% agreed and 

16.7% strongly agreed; suggesting that there were collaborative networks among 

CSOs involved in advocacy work for oil and gas sector. On whether the information 

they obtained was shared freely, 13.9% strongly disagreed, 11.1% disagreed while 

38.9% agreed and 13.9% strongly agreed suggesting that CSOs were freely sharing 

information which is a very important strategy to successfully engage government 

and its agents. However, there was also a significant number of 22.2% of the 

respondents who were undecided on the matter. It was found that the majority (75%) 

of respondents believed that top management of CSOs always considered oil and gas 

issues in programming and designing corporate strategy of the organizations. This 
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observation was further supported by findings that 83.3% of the respondents strongly 

believed that the board of directors of CSOs were clearly expressing interest in oil 

related interventions by their CSOs. The commitment of CSOs is further supported by 

the willingness of donor partners as it was found from CSOs respondents that over 

50% of the respondents believed that donors were flexible in funding new 

interventions on oil intended to benefit local communities. This shows the willingness 

and commitment of the CSOs in addressing matters of oil and gas sector for the 

benefit of the community. If government could engage with these stakeholders, 

sustainability of the oil sector in the region will be ensured given the societal 

positions that CSOs occupy in all communities including the Albertine region.  

In the majority of oil producing countries, a problem common in sites near oil 

reserves is the relatively poorer health of community members. Indeed, the bulk of 

literature on the impact of oil discovery and exploration in developing countries 

indicates the dwindling health status of the people in communities near oil reserves 

(Bloomfield 2008; Bisina 2004 and US Non-Governmental Report 1999). A UNEP 

(2009) report indicated that the exploration of natural resources has the tendency to 

engender health risks and that this health risk is more acute in developing countries. 

Similarly, a report by a US Non-Governmental Delegation (1999) that visited the Niger 

Delta indicated that in the local communities there, diseases such as respiratory 

diseases, skin rashes, coughing up blood, tumours, gastrointestinal problems, 

different kinds of cancers and malnourishment were not uncommon. Hurtig and 

Sebastián (2005) also state that the incidence of haematopoietic diseases tends to 

increase the closer one resides to oil fields and the overall incidence of cancer is 
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significantly higher in both men and women in the countries where oil exploitation 

had been going on for over 20 years. In Ecuador, for example, they note that cancer 

was also observed in the population under 10 years in both males and females 

exposed to oil exploration. Since it is well known that women bear the brunt of the 

responsibility of providing care to sick loved ones, an increase in the ill-health of 

citizens in an oil-producing community simply increases the work burdens of already 

heavily-burdened women. The health risk in oil producing communities can be fatal. 

According to a UNCTAD (2007) report, because the products of the oil industry 

are mostly combustibles and explosives, accidents such as fires and explosion can 

have serious effects. In October 1998, for example, a pipeline leak led to an oil flood 

near the village of Jesse in the Niger Delta and ultimately resulted in an explosion in 

which over 700 people, mostly women and children, were reported to have died (US 

Non-Governmental Delegation to the Niger Delta 1999 report). Although in some 

instances explosions resulting in injuries and fatalities have been caused by 

defective pipelines, in other instances, they have been caused by attempts by the 

local people to siphon some oil. Attempts to siphon oil from pipelines, criminal as 

they may be, are what Marxist criminologists such as Quinney (1974) define as 

crimes of accommodation as the poor people of the local communities in response to 

the destruction of their livelihood attempt to siphon oil to sell in order to eke out a 

living. In addition to the health risk for the local communities from environmental 

pollution and accidents as a result of oil explorations, the influx of migrant 

populations also brings health problems to the local population through the 

introduction of new diseases. New settlers and migrant workers in some instances 
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become vectors through which new diseases hitherto absent, are introduced into the 

local communities. The UNCTAD (2007) report cites the case of the Ecuadorian 

Amazon where the new settlers and migrant workers of ChevronTexaco introduced 

various diseases to the local population. 

The third generation rights which are generally 21st Century rights (like the right 

to a peaceful, clean and healthy environment) that have not been captured in many 

human rights treaties but expressed in a number of progressive documents, like the 

1972 Stockholm Declaration on Human Environment and the 1992 Rio Declaration 

on Environment and Development) should be echoed in the oil policies. The Ugandan 

government committed to granting citizens the right to access information and 

participates in matters concerning the environment when it signed the Rio 

Declaration in 1992. Principle 10 of the Declaration reads: Environmental issues are 

handled with the participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the 

national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information 

concerning the environment that is held by the public authorities, including 

information on hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and the 

opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and 

encourage public awareness and participation by making information widely 

available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings, including 

redress and remedy, shall be provided. These are important facts which are relevant 

to the oil and gas industry in Uganda and need to be embraced by policy makers and 

implementers at both local and central government levels.  
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4.6 Perceptions on social effects of due to oil and gas exploration 

 

The Draft Oil Policy (2010) ought to have outlined ways for cultural institutions, 

civil society, and the public to productively engage in oil industry regulation and 

advocacy as part of the broader strategy for planning for the social effects of oil and 

gas exploration in the Bunyoro sub region. . When oil is discovered beneath a town or 

cultural point of interest, the local community and cultural institutions will be affected 

and will want to respond. Their response can include even destruction of the oil and 

gas exploration infrastructure and constant demonstrations which can have long 

term implications for the sustainability of the oil industry. Government therefore 

needs to create an administrative procedure or institutional framework for these 

actors to obtain accurate information and respond constructively. That way, all 

interested parties can work together to reach a positive solution, rather than have an 

oil company inadvertently (or carelessly) damage aspects of Uganda’s culture and 

society. In table 13, respondent’s opinion on the different social aspects is 

summarised.  

Table 13. Respondent’s rating on social issues 

Items  5 4 3 2 1 

1. The marginalised groups 

are being protected during 

resettlement 

5(1.6%) 11(3.6%) 123(40.3%) 73(23.9%) 94(30.7%) 

2. The current health system 

is adequate for the 

population 

6(2.0%) 23(7.5%) 22(7.2%) 124(40.5%) 131(42.8%) 

3. The future health systems 

should consider increased 

population 

21(6.9%) 40(13.1%) 92(30.1%) 82(26.8%) 71(23.2%) 

4. Alternative health services 

are provided for the 

18(5.9%) 24(7.8%) 148(48.4%) 54(17.6%) 62(20.3%) 
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displaced 

5. There is need to plan for 

new health challenges 

resulting from oil and gas 

9(2.9%) 23(7.5%) 173(56.5%) 53(17.3%) 48(15.7%) 

6. Access to education is 

adequately planned in oil 

exploration 

18(5.9%) 25(8.2%) 149(48.7%) 59(19.3%) 55(18.0%) 

7. The current education 

system is adequate for the 

current population 

8(2.6%) 54(17.6%) 27(8.8%) 108(35.3%) 109(35.6%) 

8. Prostitution is likely to be 

on the increase with 

expansion of towns  

210(68.6%) 71(23.2%) 12(3.9%) 6(2.0%) 7(2.3%) 

9. The spread of HIV/AIDS is 

likely to increase in our 

communities 

212(69.3%) 67(21.9%) 17(5.6%) 4(1.3%) 6(2.0%) 

 

Resettlement is one of the major social issues that will continue to be a thorny 

issue in the Albertine region as it affects the social organisational structure of the 

communities. Different social groups are likely to be affected differently by the 

government resettlement plans. We asked respondents to indicate their opinions on 

whether the marginalised groups were being protected during resettlement and 

analysis of the responses suggested that 167 (54.6%) disagreed that such a practice 

was being done by the time the study was conducted. Of the total study respondents, 

123 (40.3%) were undecided. This high number of respondents who were undecided 

is attributed to study areas where resettlement had not yet taken place. However, the 

media has of recent witnessed resentments by residents of the Albertine region 

about the plans by government to resettle them from their communities. 

Respondents were also asked to comment on whether the current health system as 

a social aspect was adequate for the population. This was premised on the fact that 

the oil ad gas exploration activities will most likely lead to population explosion which 
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may exert pressure on the existing health facilities. On this subject, a significant 

number of respondents totalling 255 (83.3%) disagreed that the Albertine region had 

adequate health facilities.  

Table 13 further presents other results on a number of other social issues. 

When respondents were asked to comment on whether the region had alternative 

health services provided for the displaced people as a result of oil and gas activities, 

148(48.4%) respondents were undecided on the statement while 116 (37.9%) 

disagreed. The big number of undecided respondents suggests that the rural 

communities may have limited information in regard to such initiatives. On findings 

from the members of the CSOs, when asked to comment on whether the current 

health system in the region was adequate to the population, 47.2% strongly 

disagreed, 25% disagreed compared to 2.8% who strongly agreed and 8.3% who 

agreed and 16.7% remained undecided. On whether the future health systems 

designed considered increased population, 25% strongly disagreed, 27.8% disagreed 

compared to 11.1% who strongly agreed, 19.4% who agreed and 16.7% undecided. 

These findings from the CSOs on the status of health systems agree with the findings 

from the general members of the community. This implies that there is a need to 

health planners to design the health delivery systems in the region while taking into 

account the anticipated population explosion in the region based on oil. The majority 

CSOs respondents (63.9%) believed that the government was not providing 

alternative health services for the displaced people from oil and gas undertakings 

and this was likely to create numerous social issues in such communities. At least 

the respondents from the CSOs did not believe that government had already set a 
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plan for the regional health sector to address the likely challenges resulting from oil 

and gas activities. This finding suggests a need for all stakeholders to think ahead of 

times and plan for the health sector in the region due to the anticipated health 

challenges to emerge from this growing industry.  

Other than health, other social sector areas need to be addressed by 

government. For example, 69% of the CSOs respondents did not believe that 

government was providing alternative education for the displaced people; an 

observation that puts a serious long term effect on the economic wellbeing of the 

communities given the critical role of education. It was found that 72% of the CSOs 

respondents believed that the current education system was not adequate which 

finding reflects the countrywide perceptions of all stakeholders about the appalling 

state of the education systems in Uganda especially at the primary and secondary 

levels. These are levels that form the foundations of an education system and their 

poor performance has long term implications to the entire education sector. 

Alternative programmes need to be put in place to address the education challenges 

not only among the displaced but in the entire region. This is more so because for the 

local communities to benefit from oil, they must be educated and more so with good 

education which is to be offered in schools. Teachers need to be adequately 

remunerated and the pupils need to have the basic minimum requirements for a 

sound education. Oil curriculum could be introduced in some classes within the 

region as a competitive advantage to benefit the local communities.   

Government planners at local and central level need to plan for the serious 

negative consequences that are likely to result from oil and gas activities. Among 
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these include the increased risk of HIV due to likely prostitution rates that are often 

associated with such an industry. Asked to comment on whether prostitution is likely 

to increase with expansion of towns in the region dues to oil and gas activities, 5.6% 

respondents from the CSOs strongly disagreed compared to 66.7% who agreed. 

Several other health related ailments ought to be anticipated. Moreover, experiences 

from other oil producing countries confirm that Oil exploration increases the risks and 

dangers associated with women undertaking their reproductive roles. These risks 

and dangers arise as a result of the predisposition to peculiar diseases in 

communities where oil exploration takes place. This coupled with poor antenatal care 

and malnutrition makes the lives of pregnant women in these communities 

particularly precarious. Research shows that pregnant women living close to oil 

reserves have a higher mortality risk for both themselves and that of their unborn 

children. According to Hurtig and Sebastián (2005), women living in communities 

near oil fields are at a 2.5 higher risk of spontaneous abortion than other women. 

The proximity to oil reserves also predisposes pregnant women to a higher incidence 

of delivering children with defects. In the Ecuadorian Amazon, oil exploration by 

ChevronTexaco has resulted in a number of birth defects in communities close to the 

oil reserves (UNCTAD 2007). In addition to problems with reproduction, the general 

health of women is also adversely affected by living close to oil reserves. Hurtig and 

Sebastián (2005) indicates that women living in communities near oil fields reported 

higher rates of skin mycosis, tiredness, itchy nose, sore throat, headache, red eyes, 

ear pain, diarrhoea, and gastritis. In this regard, the findings on the need for future 
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attention on expanding the health facilities to accommodate the expanding 

population are underscored. 
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5.0 CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

This study was undertaken to primarily find out community perceptions on land 

matters where oil and gas exploration have been taking place in the Albertine region. 

It was also intended to find out the perceptions of the local communities on whether 

oil and gas exploration activities in the region were accompanied with business and 

employment opportunities and on whether there had been community involvement 

by government in local area development initiatives. This community involvement 

was broadly conceived to cover the community members themselves, the religious 

leaders, the cultural leaders, local leaders and CSOs among others.  Further 

objectives for the study included the need to explore the perceptions of the local 

communities on the environmental effects of oil and gas exploration activities in the 

Albertine region as well as the social effects that had already resulted or were likely 

to result from the oil and gas exploration activities in the Albertine region. Findings 

for these objectives were obtained through administering a questionnaire to the 

sampled members of the community in the Albertine region and CSOs that were 

working in the sector. Interviews were also held with key informants who were 

believed to have unique insights into the oil and gas sector. A number of local and 

international documents were also reviewed to supplement information obtained 

from interviews and the survey method.  

On community perceptions on land matters where oil and gas exploration have 

been taking place in the Albertine region, the study concludes that land is indeed a 

resource that is highly valued by the community and is thus a controversial policy 
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area for government. There are divergent attachments indigenous rural communities 

fix on their land as compared to their urban counterparts. Just like in almost all parts 

of the world, indigenous communities are united by unique and all-important 

connections to their traditional lands. It is worth noting that the clarity on land tenure 

system remains hard in the region given that even among the respondents from 

Buliisa district, there was no consensus on the dominant tenure between individual 

and community ownership. While the old generation believes land in Buliisa is 

communally owned and needs to remain so, the young generation is less convinced 

and would prefer individual ownership. 

There have been cases of manipulation of the community by the rich and unfair 

judgment by the government. A respondent narrated a scenario, which majority 

witnessed and supplemented that; one member on the communal land sold a piece 

of land without the consent of the entire community. On questioning him, he 

persuaded them that he was going to refund the money to the buyer, which he never 

did. The buyer also went ahead and used the documents fraudulently signed by the 

Chairperson of the community to sell the piece of land to the rich person. On learning 

about the issues, the community teamed and raised an alarm. However, the 

government never judged with justice, where by the community members who tried 

to clarify on the ownership of that piece of land were arrested. This was so because 

the piece of land in question contained an oil well.  The rich man went ahead to 

process the land title. All the above findings confirm that the local communities have 

a poor perception on the ability of government to address their concerns.  
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While oil and gas exploration activities are taking place, the majority of 

beneficiaries are not residents in Bunyoro Sub-region. Despite the huge business 

potentials of the industry, nothing susbatntiave had been made to tap these unique 

opportunities. While lack of employment by the local communities could be attribute 

to lack of commitment by oil companies and government, the lack of educated 

people to take on jobs related to the industry was alarmingly clear from the findings. 

There is an urgent need to mobilize the communities around agreed upon business 

opportunities in the region. Findings from CSO suggests that most business were not 

yet linked to oil and gas activities and this gives the leaders at local and community 

levels a challenge to organize the local business communities around important 

business segments that have direct or indirect linkage to the oil and gas exploration. 

There is a growing perception that the oil companies have not empowered the local 

communities in the region to buy agricultural produce from the oil producing areas; a 

problem that can be addressed by local leadership in the oil industry through passing 

appropriate byelaws that protect the local business and agricultural sectors. There is 

need for a form of protectionisms that makes mandatory for the people engaged in 

the oil and gas industry to use local materials and food where appropriately clear. 

These strategies must take primary interest in the plight of women and other 

marginalized groups in society. In Uganda like other parts of Africa, women’s 

livelihood revolves around agriculture. Any negative effect on the sale of the 

agricultural produce therefore has significant implications on the economic well-

being of women compared to men. In the Albertine region, there is a growing 

perception that the oil companies have not empowered the local communities in the 
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region to buy agricultural produce from the oil producing areas. This observation 

implies that more women are likely to be affected since in Uganda like other parts of 

Africa, women’s livelihood revolves around agriculture. Any negative effect on the 

sale of the agricultural produce therefore has significant implications on the 

economic well-being of women compared to men. 

Transparency is the cornerstone of effective oil industry management. To regulate 

and respond to oil industry activities, different government offices and the public 

must have access to information about the oil industry. There is a general lack of 

government-community engagement which is critical for the success of oil and gas 

exploration in the region. The community members and other stakeholders in the 

region believe that government and its agents never give consistent information 

about oil and gas activities in Bunyoro; a fact that supports the growing public 

perception about the secrecy with which government has managed the oil and gas 

sector. Lack of information to the community is not to be entirely blamed on the 

government but also the oil companies. Moreover, as seen from the results, the 

majority of respondents believed that government was not priotising community 

interests in oil activities in the Albertine region; an observation that has broad long 

term implications on the community-government-oil company partnerships. With 

increased suspicion from the communities about lack of priotisation of their interest, 

instability in oil activities is possible. The findings presented above suggest that the 

respondents believed that CSOs in the region had not yet done what was expected of 

them. These institutions are critical for oil governance as they put government and 

the oil companies to account for their actions. 
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Oil and gas exploration in the region has had some negative consequences 

especially on the fishing communities but also on the survival of aquatic specifies. 

The same industry has had implications on the social dynamics of the society and 

these implications are likely to increase unless government takes a proactive 

approach to addressing them in consultation with local stakeholders. The findings 

overall indicate that oil and gas exploration in the region had not translated into 

business opportunities but instead some businesses like fishing which had long been 

a source of livelihood were being affected 

CSOs had taken important initiatives although they are yet to have a serious 

positive impact on their engagement with government as far as oil and gas 

exploration activities were concerned. The majority of respondents believed that top 

management of CSOs always considered oil and gas issues in programming and 

designing corporate strategy of the organizations. This observation was further 

supported by findings that 83.3% of the respondents strongly believed that the board 

of directors of CSOs were clearly expressing interest in oil related interventions by 

their CSOs. This shows the willingness and commitment of the CSOs in addressing 

matters of oil and gas sector for the benefit of the community. If government could 

engage with these stakeholders, sustainability of the oil sector in the region will be 

ensured given the societal positions that CSOs occupy in all communities including 

the Albertine region. To effectively engage government and oil companies, CSOs need 

to be empowered and ought to have up-to-date information for their advocacy work. 

They need to be equipped and must have staffs that have vast knowledge and skills 

on oil and gas exploration activities. Such CSOs need to use a network approach as 
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opposed to working as individual CSOs if they are to create a significant impact. This 

approach needs to be adopted by all other stakeholders including religious and 

cultural institutions in the Alberine region.  
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6.0. Dissemination workshop –Emerging issues 

The report was presented to the stakeholder meeting and the discussions that 

transpired are reproduced in this section. The comments from stakeholders, their 

suggested way forward and really issues that affected the community are covered in 

this section.  

 

Participant 1:  Isaac, chairperson NGO forum-Buliisa , said that; from the 

findings, many issues were presented about, but he 

commented on two as follows. 

1. Buliisa is divided into two regions. Upper Buliisa and Lower Buliisa. In 

Upper Buliisa, land is individually owned and is occupied by farmers thus 

the area is the food basket for the district. While in lower Buliisa, i.e 

Ngwedu Sub County, land is communally owned. He added that the issue 

quoted in the report that the land was sold illegally its because land was 

owned communally, and that the community people were divided about 

the selling. 

2.  Land ownership in Buliisa is clear. Communal partitions are clear though 

people use the land extensively for grazing. 

Participant 2: Jackson from Buliisa 

He stated that according to the report, the presentation centred mainly on the 

community perceptions. He would recommend that in order to have a balanced 

report, the research team could also seek the opinion of oil companies and the 

concerned Government officials. He added that he suggested so because the 

government has taken less time to listen to the community’s concerns, therefore 

there is need to prompt and find out why? Also Companies hide behind 

Government, as a result when queried, refer one to government. Hence there is 

need to establish whether they are having a common voice over community 

issues. 

Secondly, he also sought clarity that is there capacity and means for the 

community to ably and adequately participate in oil industry opportunities. There 

is need to establish. 
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Thirdly, concerning leadership; he posed a question thus:  Do we really have 

empowered leadership to ably represent its people ? He added that CBOs are 

relatively weak though they are trying their efforts. 

Lastly, he wondered whether the systems and legal governance regimes 

competent enough? Also are tribes and systems especially in Buliisa stable 

enough? There is need to establish this in future studies; he suggested. 

He also gave some Lessons learnt; 

1. The community believes more in CSO, but they still point it out that these 

Civil Society Organizations are weak. The CSO play some role but some 

as a source of raising funds for their organizations. 

2. The existing infrastructure is inadequate to handle the tremendously 

raising demands to match with the industry. 

3. Government and oil companies do not have clear plans to match with the 

pressures of the issues arising as a result of the oil industry in the region. 

He added that; there are no social economic development plans for the 

community; also there is no environment management plan. 

Participant 3: Mr. Besighye from Kabaale.  

He stated that he is very pleased to communicate when the RDC is also around. 

In the area where the refinery is to be placed, it occupies eleven (11) LCs. What 

hurts the citizens is that they requested the government to take people for 

exposure, in order to understand how to handle oil issues before real drilling and 

processing begins. When the government produced a resettlement plan, inquired 

about their lives, the government officials said that the community people will be 

informed. One called Bashil, told the community to stop cultivating such as 

planting cassava. He added that in this regard, he has two requests; 

1. Take the people, him inclusive since he has over 50 dependants to 

another place where they could begin growing crops for their families and 

be able to live sustainably. 

2. Government should give the people to be displaced some money to begin 

with and land title for the new places where they are to be resettled. 

Participant 3: Bukenya from buliisa land board;  

He reacted on the issue of land ownership system in Buliisa. That when there are 

these anomalies in the land tenure system, the communities were advised to 

form themselves into communal land associations, have in place a constitution, 
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register with the land board and have their boundaries surveyed. This would 

enable them to attain a customary land certificate from a recorder on matters of 

land. This is specifically to address land being owned by many people and 

prevent illegal selling. 

Participant 4: Mr. Edoku Vincent-Caritas Uganda. 

He stated that; what every one would expect to come from the workshop was;  

1. Validation of the research findings. 

2. Comments, clarifications and concerns from other people. 

3. Appreciate the study as an attempt to respond on the issues of oil and gas 

in the region. 

He further asked that, were there respondents from government? Could we get 

some clarification from them on some issues? 

He also noted that there was no cooperation with local government; could we get 

an explanation as to why they could not be part? 

He added that in the presentation, reference was made about Norway being an 

example on how oil resources could be used. Uganda could equally follow its 

example so as to make her oil industry beneficial to the citizens. He appreciated 

that the study was scientific enough, however some issue below would be 

mentioned clearly. 

1. Lack of information from on a number of things; period when the study 

was done, Incase it was in the recent past, some thing about the 

petroleum bills could be talked about. This is because it was an issue that 

had been discussed in parliament; it could pave a step forward to sensitize 

the community.  

2. What particular CSOs that were involved in the study? 

3. Was it possible to give an idea about the number of Households that 

would be directly affected by the activities of oil exploration, extraction and 

marketing? This would help one to know the magnitude of the problem. 

Participant five; Abigaba Ester-from Buseruka – Kabale 

She began by expressing her gratitude for speaking in the presence of the RDC-

Hoima District. She added that when NGOs go to Kabale to sensitise the 

community people, when the trained people go back to their communities, the 
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Local Government leaders oppose them. NGOs raise try to raise awareness, but 

the Local government officials Sabotage them.  

Her second concern was that; the Government promised to count peoples 

property and that two forms would be filled, one could be left with the property 

owner and one taken and filed with Government so as to compensate the 

property owner. But when the counting was done, no form was left behind; 

contradicting what was promised to the community earlier on. 

Lastly, she also expressed her concern that no clear resettlement plan has been 

communicated, yet people have been assured of displacement. 

 

Participant 6, Joyce –Secretary Health Buliisa. 

She begun by noting that; we are talking a lot, but have we considered what 

Government has put in place for the communities to be displaced? She added 

that, we need to unite and find out from government about the plans in place for 

the communities that are to be displaced. 

She added that, there was need to involve everybody in data collection. Many 

people are marginalized because they are not educated. What is the way forward 

to fight for the rights of everybody, we better form a fora. 

Lastly, she noted that next time the research team wishes to go to Buliisa, they 

could prepare in advance and acquire the relevant documents and they will be 

welcomed. 

 

Participant 7; Mr. Kiiza Aliba- Hoima 

He stated that; To the Executive Director HOCADEO, we need to hold the local 

leaders who are denying us access to information by the horn. Even if it needs to 

pass a minute through Caritas Uganda to the National Advocacy. 

Secondly, to the consultant and research team; As data is interpreted, there is 

need to attach some information on the Historical perspective about Bunyoro. 

Third, he advised that there is need to include some facts from the oil and gas 

policy to back up our data, since it is in place and we have the best oil Policy in 

the whole of Africa. 
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Participant 8: Comments from the Executive Director Hoima Caritas. 

He informed the house that initially, when the Organization thought of embarking 

on advocacy, one of the areas of concern was Buliisa District. The organization 

notified the Local government officials Buliisa, mainly the LCV Chair person, who 

advised the organization to sign a memorandum of understanding with the 

district. This HOCADEO did, and thus assumed that we had legalized our 

operations in the area. 

However, we were denied access to the area to collect data for this research, in 

disguise that we needed a letter of permission from the Ministry of Energy, which 

we are pledging efforts to acquire. 

Participant 8; Murungi Catherine-Friends of Little Children- Hoima. 

As a coalition, we need a letter of introduction to the local government leadership 

of the two districts of our concern, Hoima and Buliisa. 

Participant 9; Mr. Bulasiyo-from Buliisa T.C. 

He started by passing a note of correction to the house that; We should stop 

basing on theory, but on experience.  He added by recommending the work done 

by the research team. He added that, people should know issues surrounding 

land first, we have there fore moved a step forward. Finally, he said that In 

Buliisa, there is a problem of land security and title acquisition. 

Reactions from the RDC-Hoima 

She started by noting that she is concerned about the agitations of Non 

Government organizations. She added that , the way how CBOs move and try to 

have their areas of operation in communities, how reliable are they? 

One would wonder; has this workshop been reliable, developmental or educative 

enough? Every one is thirsty for information and information is power. As long as 

we are not informed, we live in a world of a quagmire. She noted that, what took 

place in Kabaale, Mr. Besigye, one of the community based research assistants 

with HOCADEO was not involved as well as many other community members. 

For one and a half (1.5) years she has been here, many activities have been 

taking place. Before any activity takes place in Kabaale, the oil Companies report 

to the leadership body of the district. If you as CBOs and community were not 

part of it, where do you get information from? She added that; that is why they 

could even send you out of the community. Advice: Always submit your reports 
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and plans to the Local Government through CAO. Whenever you are to conduct 

research, you need permission through the National Research Authority-

Makerere, then District Residents’ Office. 

She said that Government is doing whatever is possible to inform her people 

what is transpiring. People are demanding information about a step a head even 

before the step is done. In addition, she said that this is a whisper to the ED-

HOCADEO; if you want oil, no one does not want you to talk about it, but you 

need to be patient and avoid exiting the community. She added that Bunyoro 

region is poor, hence there is need to think big with the support of government. 

We need to concentrate on what to train people in so as to benefit. She 

concluded by noting that; You are crying ; Employment, how many professionals 

do we have? All people in oil industry by 1995 to 2004 were in outside the 

countries studying about oil industry. People planned long time ago, but some of 

us are starting now. 

 

SUGGESTED WAY FORWARD 

1. Moris-Hoima said that by 2010. The plan was out. There was a promise of 

improving roads. We should remind the government to implement the plan 

and fulfill the promise. Many housed have been marked with a cross sign 

(+) there is need to consider and inform early the marked house owners. 

 

2. Mr. Katende Andrew from Kigorobya made a recommendation on land 

issues. Considering the problems existing on land issues, government 

needs to sensitize its people to lease their land. 

Secondly, government needs to stream line the education system so that 

people could acquire the desired knowledge so as to participate and get 

employment in the oil industry. Therefore, we need to team with 

HOCADEO to advocate for better education. 

        Through team work, there is need to advocate for information on oil issues 

from oil Companies. Concerning the road construction, steps are not clear 

There is need to raise concern on the poor compensation procedure taken by our 

government and oil companies currently. For example; one person was 
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compensated with Uganda shillings 24000/= only. The people whose commercial 

buildings are being destroyed ere being compensated un-equivalently. 

Zinira Martin: There is need to form synergies of working together. We need to 

strengthen our networks so as to support each other better. 

We also need to acquire more information so as to be in position to to advocate 

for people’s rights better. 

He added that after this research, we need to engage our members of Parliament 

and key district officials if we are to keep them awake also disseminate the 

project to other levels. 

Swizem Wamala-Hoima; We need to work hard so as to bridge the information 

gap, especially in fishing communities. We also need to push for environment 

conservation, how far are the plans of tree planting to mitigate the likely effects of 

fumes in the atmosphere? 

Conclusion from the Consultant 

He noted that research is supposed to guide decision making.  But some 

processes make it cumbersome; therefore as a way forward, there is need for 

more research. And secondly, future studies could increase on the sample size.  

He added that government is an agent of the people, thus there is need of some 

degree of respect to her people. Although there are steps to follow, for every 

research, not all researches need to go through the National research Authority 

of Makerere. 

Remarks from Mr. Edoku Vincent Caritas-Uganda. 

He expressed his gratitude for the invitation to such an important workshop. 

Thanked the researcher and HOCADEO for the tireless efforts invested. 

- He noted that the information presented is credible and cannot be 

doubted. 

- He urged the team to link up more with other networks for support. 

- He added that Advocacy should continue so as to support government 

efforts. 
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- He finally pledged support on behalf of Caritas Uganda in all other 

activities. 

Closing remarks from the RDC-Hoima 

She once again welcomed members to Hoima. She added that she accepts that 

information is power as expresses by other people, hence the need to keep 

consulting and asking so as to know what is taking place. That no one can hide 

information from people and may be to some extent, Caritas is doing 

Government’s work and thus softening the ground for government to sensitize 

her people. She ended by saying that it is important to work hand in hand with 

government, but keep it in mind that “Ateeza nyineka Empaka aziragira”. 
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APPENDICES 
 

Interview Guide for the key informants 

Date: ................................................. 

Category of Respondent................................................. 

Title............................................................... 

District........................................................................... 

Sub county/Municipality................................................................ 

 

1. Land ownership and management 

a) What are the key land issues in the community related to the emerging oil and 

gas industry in this area? 

 

 

 

 

b) What has government done in addressing land issues in your community? 

 

 

 

c) What more would you want government to do in addressing the land issues in 

your community? 

 

d) What are the common legal land documents possessed by majority of the 

community members? 

 

e) What are the barriers to acquiring land titles in your communities? 

 

 

2. Employment and Business Opportunities 

a) Please comment on whether the oil companies are committed to obtaining 

agricultural supplies from this region ever since they started working here. 
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b) Comment on the opportunities the oil sector has created for the local 

businesses in the region/area 

 

c) How has the oil industry affected fishing industry on Lake Albert and what 

needs to be done 

 

 

d) What would you expect the oil and gas industry to contribute to the 

development of trade and commerce in this region (including agriculture) 

 

 

e) Are the local people employed in the oil sector here? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

If yes, what type of jobs are they employed for mostly? 

 

 

If no: why? 

 

3. Access to Information 

 

a) What is your opinion on the ease with which the community in the region 

accesses information from government and oil companies on oil and gas 

issues? 

 

 

 

b) Comment on the freedom of local activist groups and the media in the region 

on discussing oil matters (e.g. demanding information/accountability from 

government, commenting on oil company behaviour etc.) 
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4. Environment 

a) Comment on the ways in which the emerging oil industry has affected the 

environment in your community. 

 

b) What do you expect government and oil companies to do to preserve the 

people and environment from adverse effects of the oil industry? 

 

5. Social Cultural  

a) In case of displacements, what should be planned to enable the displaced 

access health services? 

 

 

b) In case of displacements, what should be planned to enable the displaced 

access education services? 

 

 

 

 

c) What policy proposals do you suggest for government to consider in oil and 

gas sectors in this region? 
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SURVEY INSTRUMENT FOR AN EXPLORATORY STUDY ON COMMUNITY ISSUES ABOUT 

OIL AND GAS IN HOIMA AND BULIISA DISTRICTS-UGANDA 

Questionnaire No............................................... 

Name of Interviewer............................................. 

Section A: Background information 

1. District      

1. Hoima     

2. Bulisa     

2. Sub-county/Municipality 

1. Kabwooya 

2. Kyangwali 

3. Kigorobya 

4. Buseruka 

5. Bulisa Town Council 

6. Biiso 

7. Butiabwa 

8. Hoima Municipality 

3. Gender     

Male 

Female 

4. Religious Affiliation 

1. Protestant 

2. Catholic 

3. SDA 

4. Moslem  

5. Others (specify) 

5. Marital status 

1. Married 

2. Single 

3. Divorced 

4. Widowed 

5. Separated 

7. Highest level of education 

 

1. None 

2. Primary 

3. Secondary 

4. Certificate 

5. Diploma 

6. Bachelors Degree 

7. Masters degree 

8. PhD 

9. Others 

10. (Specify) 

 

8. Age category 
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1. Below 20 yrs...................... 

2. Between 20-30 yrs.............................. 

3. Between 31-39 yrs.............................. 

4. Above 40 yrs....................... 

9. Category of respondents  

1. Farmers(crop/livestock

) 

2. Fishermen/fishery 

worker 

3. Traders/sales/services 

4. Elementary 

occupations 

5. Crafts and related 

trades 

6. Community leader (LC, 

religious, cultural) 

7. Civil Society 

Organizations and 

Media 

8.  Government Officials  

9. Oil companies 

10. Professional 

Associations and 

Academia 

11. Local Government 

Officials  
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SECTION B: COMMUNITY PERCEPTION ON LAND MATTERS 

In this section there is a list of statements on which your opinion is sought using a scale of 

1-5 (1 is strongly disagree, and 5 is strongly agree) Give your objective opinion on each of 

the statements for example if you strongly disagree with a statement tick or circle number 1, 

if you disagree then you tick or circle number 2, if you are undecided tick or circle number 3, 

if agree tick or circle number 4, if strongly agree tick or circle number 5.  

Item SA A N D SD 

B1. There is a clear land ownership system in our communities 5 4 3 2 1 

B2. Most of the land is owned communally 5 4 3 2 1 

B3. Most land is owned individually      

B4. The majority of our people live on registered land 5 4 3 2 1 

B5. It is easy for me to acquire a land title 5 4 3 2 1 

B6. There are reported cases of land grabbing in our district 5 4 3 2 1 

B7. I have a legal document for my land 5 4 3 2 1 

B8. There are reported cases of eviction in our community due to 

discovery  of oil 

     

B9. Compensation guidelines for evicted people are clearly 

communicated 

5 4 3 2 1 

B10. There has been fairness in the compensation for evicted 

people 

5 4 3 2 1 

B11. There will be more displacements in our communities due to 

discovery of oil 

5 4 3 2 1 

B12. Government has a clear resettlement plan for the people 

displaced as a result of discovery of oil 

5 4 3 2 1 

B13. Local residents have been involved in discussing the 

resettlement plan 

5 4 3 2 1 

B14. Government has already surveyed the land in our community 5 4 3 2 1 

B15. People extensively discussed matters of land surveying  5 4 3 2 1 

B16. Government always consults residents to gain consensus on 

all matters 

5 4 3 2 1 

 

What has government done in addressing land issues in your community? 

............................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................ 

What would you want government to do in addressing the land issues in your community? 

....................................................................................................................................................... 

What are the common legal land documents? 

What are the barriers of acquiring land titles in your communities? 
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Section C: Business and employment opportunities 

C1. We have a big number of residents employed in the oil industry  5 4 3 2 1 

C2. Our people have got business opportunities from oil discovery 5 4 3 2 1 

C3. Oil companies prefer to employ local people in high paying jobs 5 4 3 2 1 

C4. Local communities have got high market for their food  5 4 3 2 1 

C5. Oil exploration companies obtain their agricultural supplies locally 5 4 3 2 1 

C6. My business is benefiting from oil and gas discovery in our region      

C7.There are clear indicators that my business will be boosted by the oil 

industry 

     

C8. Most businesses are fully linked to oil exploration in our region  5 4 3 2 1 

C9. Fishing has remained a booming business in the traditional areas 5 4 3 2 1 

C10. Fishing sites in the oil exploration areas are restricted 5 4 3 2 1 

C11. Quantity of fish has remained high even with discovery of oil 5 4 3 2 1 

 

Please comment on whether the oil companies are committed to obtaining agricultural 

supplies from this region ever since they started working here. 

............................................................................................................ 

Comment on the opportunities the oil sector has created for the local businesses in the 

region/area 

How has the oil industry affected fishing industry on Lake Albert and what needs to be done 

.................................................................................................................................................. 

What would you expect the oil and gas industry to contribute to the development of trade 

and commerce in this region (including agriculture) 

.......................................................................................................................................................... 

Do you think the local people are employed in the oil sector? 

3. Yes 

4. No 

If no: why? 

..........................................................................................................................................................  
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Section D: Community Involvement in local area development initiatives 

D1. Community members have access to information from 

government on oil 

5 4 3 2 1 

D2. Oil companies always give adequate information to the 

communities 

5 4 3 2 1 

D3. Government gives priority to community interests in all 

oil activities 

5 4 3 2 1 

D4. Government agents always provide very consistent 

information  

5 4 3 2 1 

D5. Government always involves civil society organisations 

in oil matters 

5 4 3 2 1 

D6. Civil Society organisations are already doing a great job 

in preparing communities to cope with the oil and gas 

industry 

     

D7. Oil companies always give back to the community 

through their activities 

5 4 3 2 1 

D8. Religious leaders are consulted on matters of oil and 

gas 

5 4 3 2 1 

D9. Cultural leaders are consulted in matters of oil and gas  5 4 3 2 1 

 

What is your opinion on the ease with which the community in the region accesses 

information from government and oil companies on oil and gas issues? 

Comment on the freedom of local activist groups and the media in the region on discussing 

oil matters (e.g. demanding information/accountability from government, commenting on oil 

company behaviour etc.) 

Section E: Natural Environment 

E1. Oil and gas activities carefully consider the safety of the 

aquatic species 

5 4 3 2 1 

E2. Oil and gas exploration activities consider the safety of 

the people 

5 4 3 2 1 

E3. Oil and gas exploration activities consider the safety of 

wild life 

5 4 3 2 1 

E4. Protected areas have carefully been preserved  5 4 3 2 1 

E5. Some small towns are developing near oil wells 5 4 3 2 1 

E6. The small towns near oil wells have an effect on 

environment 

5 4 3 2 1 

 

Comment on the ways in which the emerging oil industry has affected the environment in 

your community. 
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What do you expect government and oil companies to do to preserve the people and 

environment from adverse effects of the oil industry? 

 

Section F: Social Cultural Environment 

F1. The marginalised groups are being protected during 

resettlement 

5 4 3 2 1 

F2. The current health system is adequate for the 

population 

5 4 3 2 1 

F3. The future health systems designed consider increased 

population 

5 4 3 2 1 

F4. Alternative health services are provided for the 

displaced in their new destinations 

     

F5. A plan is already in place for the regional health sector 

to address the likely new health challenges resulting from 

oil and gas 

5 4 3 2 1 

F6. Access to education is adequately planned in oil region 5 4 3 2 1 

F7. Alternative education facilities are provided for 

displaced people in their destinations 

     

F8. The current education system is adequate for the 

current population 

5 4 3 2 1 

F9. Family relations and social networks are considered 

during resettlement 

     

F10. Prostitution is likely to be on the increase with 

expansion of towns  

5 4 3 2 1 

F11. The spread of HIV/AIDS is likely to increase in our 

communities 

5 4 3 2 1 

F12. Growth of small towns affects a culture of the 

communities. 

     

 

In case of displacements, what should be planned to enable the displaced access health 

services? 

1........................................................................................................... 

2........................................................................................................... 

3............................................................................................................ 

4............................................................................................................. 

In case of displacements, what should be planned to enable the displaced access education 

services? 
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1........................................................................................................................................................ 

2........................................................................................................................................................ 

3........................................................................................................................................................ 

4....................................................................................................................................................... 

What policy proposals do you suggest for government to consider in oil and gas sectors in 

this region? 

1................................................................................................................ 

2................................................................................................................ 

3................................................................................................................. 

4................................................................................................................. 

 

 


